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Save Our Farm Youth 
Coordinator Guide 

(Updated 2/20/08) 

 
Credits:  The material in this guide is based upon 13 years of youth farm safety day 
camp programming in South Dakota and Iowa.  A special thanks goes to:  the Blue Cross 
Foundation of SD who helped to provide initial funding to start the program and the 
original camp training manual; Carolyn Sheridan who, with assistance from Spencer 
Municipal Hospital Spencer, Iowa, provided original administration and training; SDSU 
Extension Educators, and to all the community volunteers and supporters, like yourself, 
who have the desire to increase safety awareness among youth. 
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Save Our Farm Youth Safety Day Camp Program 
Statewide Camp Coordinators 

 
 
Dr. Dick Nicolai 
Extension Specialist-Farm Machinery & Safety 
Agricultural & Biosystems Engineering Dept. 
South Dakota State University 
Box 2120, AE 123 
Brookings, SD 57007 
Phone: 605-688-5663 
Fax: 605-688-6764 
Email: nicolai.dick@ces.sdstate.edu 
 
Rachael Sherard 
Executive Director, Rural Health Institute 
Avera Health 
3900 West Avera Drive, Suite 301 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108-5721 
Phone: 605-322-4725 
Fax: 605-322-4798 
Email: rachael.sherard@avera.org 
 
Sandy Williams 
Corporate Office Manager 
South Dakota Cares 
1351 N. Harrison Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501 
Phone (605) 224-5879 
Fax: (605) 224-1033 
Email: swilliams@southdakotacares.org 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

SOFY Website 
http://abe.sdstate.edu/sofy 
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SOFY COORDINATOR TRAINING GUIDE 
 
INTRODUCTION  
 

Safety on a farm or ranch is a very important issue that should be a concern 
of everyone connected to the rural environment. It is especially important for all 
children who are exposed to this environment. It is difficult to supervise farm 
children all of the time, especially if parents are employed off the farm or during 
the times of the year with busy farming schedules. It is also important that visiting 
children be aware of the many hazards they may encounter during their stay at the 
farm. Each year approximately 300 children are killed and 23,000 children are 
injured in farm-related accidents. 
 

The SOFY Farm Safety Day Camp has proven to be an excellent way to 
teach children to be aware of potential dangers that exist around farm facilities, 
livestock, equipment, and with different farm practices. Children 4 to 15 years of 
age, as well as parents and other adults are the audience for this program. The most 
common age groups are 4-7 and 8-13.  This manual outlines a uniform approach to 
organizing and presenting a day camp. It covers aspects of farm safety that have 
been shown to contribute to injuries or fatalities. 
 

As a day camp coordinator, you will be helping to decrease the number of 
deaths and injuries suffered by children on South Dakota farms. Additionally, your 
day camp evaluations and feedback will enable the program to provide more 
effective safety instruction and fund raising efforts in the future. 
 

This guide is designed to help you organize your community to prevent 
injuries to children by teaching them about farm safety awareness and accident 
prevention. The manual allows you the flexibility to educate the children about 
many different farm and rural hazards. It is suggested that you select the areas that 
you feel have the most need in your community.  Participants could also learn 
basic first aid, emergency preparedness, rescue breathing, home alone safety and 
how to assist individuals who are injured. They may also learn how to call to 
obtain help and how to give directions to their location.  Each area of instruction 
includes training goals, learning objectives, sample step-by-step demonstration 
instructions, points to check to assure understanding and an evaluation procedure.         
 

The purpose of the guide and training is to provide assistance to the SOFY 
camp coordinators. Hopefully it will provide guidelines for preparing and 
conducting the camps. Demonstration equipment that is available to be borrowed 
from the Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering Department at SDSU, Easter 
Seals SD or Avera Rural Health will be discussed. The camps are designed to 
cooperate, not compete, with similar safety training program efforts.     
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MESSAGE TO COORDINATORS 
 
 Congratulations! Welcome to Farm Safety Day Camp Training!  We’re excited that you 
have decided to join our lifesaving team of Day Camp Coordinators throughout South Dakota 
who are dedicated to Saving Our Farm Youth! 
 
 Farm Safety Camps for kids and Save Our Farm Youth (SOFY) projects are actually two 
similar grants, which were received to begin implementation in 1995.  Both grants involve a joint 
effort between the Easter Seals South Dakota, Inc., South Dakota State University Cooperative 
Extension Services, and Avera Health.  A brief explanation of the grants is included in your 
training material. 

 
The manual you have received is a guide to help you design a day camp that will address 

the safety awareness needs of your community.  Please note that both recommendations and 
options are resented.  You need to select activities, which will best accomplish the objectives you 
set for your camp.  Although you might decide to target children from farm families, do not 
exclude boys and girls from urban areas.  In South Dakota, many city children visit friends and 
relatives on the farm, so our Save Our Farm Youth project is created to include city children as 
well as farm children. 
  
It is also essential that in South Dakota whoever is coordinating the camp includes a local 
Extension Agent and/or Easter Seals Representative.  We would also strongly encourage you to 
utilize your local hospital or medical clinics.  These three entities, Avera Health, Easter Seals and 
SDSU Extension, are committed to the farm safety effort.  Since grant and state-support dollars 
are awarded to these organizations, it is required that someone from one or each of these 
organizations is involved in each camp held in South Dakota. 

 
Again, the purpose of this activity is to educate youth on the need to practice 

safety when on or visiting a farm or ranch. It has been developed to show the hazards that 
exist in farming and livestock production. Emphasis is placed on the areas where statistics 
show high injury rates. 

 
This document was developed to serve as a guide for you in preparing for and 

conducting a farm safety day camp program that will address the safety awareness needs 
in your community. It is designed to offer both recommendations and options for your 
respective program. After determining the most pressing safety needs in your community, 
select activities that will develop awareness and the precautions necessary to meet these 
needs. The program is designed to target rural youth but youth from urban areas should be 
included as they often visit the farms of friends and relatives and are less familiar with the 
hazards that exist in the farm environment. 

 
In 1995 a cooperative program involving Avera McKennan Hospital and 

University Health Center, Easter Seals South Dakota, and SDSU Cooperative Extension 
Services was initiated to hold farm safety day camps for farm and urban youth. A grant 
from Blue Cross Blue Shield of South Dakota was used to help the start of the program. 
Twenty-five camps covering 31 counties were conducted the first year of the program. 

 In the past eleven years, South Dakota children have been trained in farm safety.  
There have been a over of 300 camps held throughout the state.  Approximately 5,700 
volunteers have assisted in making each of these camps a success. 
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The campers will usually receive the following items:  T-shirts for camp 
participants, coordinators, and volunteers; Take-home packet folders; Name tags/stickers; 
Certificates of completion; Safety fliers; Safety decals. 
 

Prior to hosting or conducting a farm safety program the camp coordinator must 
have attended a training session conducted by the State Coordinators. Camp coordinators 
must attend training once every three years.  Training will be offered via the internet on an 
annual basis.   



7 

SOFY Camp Registration 
 

1. Got to the SOFY home web site: http://abe.sdstate.edu/sofy/ 
 

2. Select “Camp Hosting” from the menu on the left. 

 
 

3. Enter the information about the camp. Make sure you fill in all fields 
marked in blue. Phone numbers & dates are to be entered in the format 
requested. 
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4. After entering and review all the information needed, click on the “submit 
information”. A screen appears showing the information that was 
submitted. At the bottom of that screen the following note appears: 
 
Your information has been successfully entered to the database.  You 
should receive an email from us shortly. If you do not receive an email, 
please inform us at sofy@sdstate.edu or call 605-688-5672. 

 
5. The camp request information will be reviewed by the South Dakota 

CARES staff that all necessary information on the application is valid. A 
camp number will be assigned upon approval and the materials requested 
will be reserved. This process may take several days. 

 
6. You will then receive an email notification of your camp approval and 

your camp will appear in the “Upcoming events” section of the website, 
which may be accessed using the menu on the left hand side of the home 
page. 

 
7. After completion of the camp you must submit a report for the camp. To 

submit the report click on “Camp Progress” on the left hand side of the 
SOFY home page.  Enter the username and password that you received on 
the notification that the camp was approved.  

 
8. The following information will be required on the Camp Report  

 
Step One  
a. Camp Coordinator  
b. E-mail  
c. Camp Date  
d. Camp Location  
e. Number of youth attending  
f. Age Breakdown  
g. Number of volunteers  
h. Camp Income (all sources)  
i. Total Camp Expenses  
 
Step Two  
a. List all topics covered at your camp  
 
Step Three  
a. List local sponsors of your camp  
 
Step Four  
a. List gifts given to campers  
 
Step Five  
a. Number of Pre-test questions and the average percent answered correct  
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b. Number of Post-test questions and the average percent answered correct  
 
Step Six  
a. Verify the information and submit  
This is a federal grant project; this information is required to ensure 
continued funding of this program.  

 
Please submit photos and any other useful information to: SOFY Coordinator, 
Agricultural & Biosystems Engineering Department, South Dakota State 
University, Box 2120, Brookings, SD 57007, phone 605-688-5291 or email them 
to sofy@sdstate.edu  
 
If you experience any problems please feel free to contact:  

Dick Nicolai  
SDSU     Ag Engineering 123  
Brookings, SD 57007  
605-688-5663  
nicolaid@sdstate.edu 
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DAY CAMP GOALS AND OBJECTIVES  

The goals and objectives are provided to help you understand the purpose and 
focus of the Farm Safety Day Camp. These goals and objectives should be presented to 
the camp participants, during the introductory remarks at the beginning of the camp, along 
with any local goals and objectives that you feel a need to address. 
 
GOALS 
 

1. To create an awareness and understanding of the hazards that exists on the 
farm. 

2. To assist participants in understanding the difference between safe and unsafe 
farm behaviors and situations. 

3. Promote a positive attitude, among participants, toward farm safety and a 
willingness to accept responsibility for their personal safety for the rest of their 
lives. 

4. To lower the number of farm related injuries and deaths, especially among 
youth between the ages of 4 to 13. 

 
OBJECTIVES    After attending the day camp, the participants can and will: 
 

1.   Demonstrate the logical thinking and actions to recognize farm hazards and to 
avoid potential accidents. 

2. Identify at least five common injury situations and explain the cause-and-effect 
relationship between each. 

3. State five farm safety rules. 
4. Recognize human limitations and reaction time. 
5. Identify and demonstrate the steps to take if an emergency occurs. 
6. Understand and respect why parents or other adults put some farm activities or 

sites off-limits. 
7. Recognize and identify environmental and emotional conditions that can 

increase the risk of accidents and injuries. 
8. Share information and a sense of responsibility for farm safety with family 

members and farm visitors. 
 

Additional objectives are listed at the beginning of each demonstration station and 
should be presented as well.  Early recognition and continual enforcement of day 
camp goals and objectives will help participants understand and respect the 
importance of your program. 
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KEY POINTS TO ENSURE A SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM 
 

1.  SAFETY 
             - Must be of primary concern while planning the program and conducting the 

camp. 
- Selecting a safety committee and safety officer is strongly recommended 

 
2.  GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
- Must be tailored to reflect identified local needs. 
- Should be distributed to appropriate camp volunteers and reinforced 

throughout the program 
 

3. COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
- Include local community resources 
- Recruit volunteers who have enthusiasm and dedication 
- Ask farmers, young adults (16-18 years), law enforcement, veterinarians, and 

other agribusiness professionals to help and/or present. 
 
4. ADEQUATE PLANNING AND ORGANIZATION 
 - Allow approximately four to five months to plan your camp. 

              - Tips to help you organize the program are included in this manual.   
  

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT  
 

1. Allow approximately four to five months to plan the camp (see 
Timeline/Checklist in the following pages).   

 
2. Identify key community leaders who can and will support or assist with your 

day camp. 
 

3. Research and discuss local needs.  Review types of farming and the farm 
related injuries in your area.  (Sources for this information include state and 
local Cooperative Extension Service offices, hospitals, other medical providers 
and the South Dakota Department of Health.) 

 
4. Identify the purpose of your camp program.  Set goals and objectives for this 

program that address the local needs that you identify. 
 

5. Plan your event for a time and a season that is compatible with farm family 
schedules.  Timing can be an essential factor in making your program a 
success. 



Save Our Farm Youth Safety Day Camp Training 

12 

 
6. Select the following for your program: 

·  Date and Time 
·  Location (a site with both inside and outside areas that can be used for 

demonstrations in case of bad weather.  (fairgrounds, implement 
dealership, or a farm) 

·  Safety committee and/or coordinator. 
·  Proposed budget and funding for your event, including costs to 

participants and funding resources. (See Money Matters later in this 
guide) 

·  Program and presentations.  (additional information to follow) 
 

7. Identify local individuals and groups to contact for possible assistance with 
various activities and funding. 

 
8. A checklist that includes all planning and program details and who is 

responsible for them is a valuable tool. 
 
TIMELINE / CHECKLIST  
 

The following is a suggested checklist of when and what needs to be done to help insure 
that your camp is a success. 

      
             FIVE MONTHS PRIOR TO CAMP    

·  Assess community interest (See sample correspondence) 
·  Make contacts in your community and identify key resource individuals 
·  Establish your community’s day camp focus 
·  Set goals and objectives for your day camp 
·  Set a tentative date and location 
·  Determine an alternative location to be used in case of bad weather 

 
FOUR MONTHS PRIOR TO CAMP 

·  Confirm date 
·  Develop fliers with registration forms  (form to follow) 
·  Line up day camp activity instructors, a safety officer, and committee 
·  Reserve demonstration materials for each safety training station 
·  Begin compiling resource material and making copies of instructor 

material, (outlines, objectives, take home material, etc) to be mailed out 
at 2-3 month time line 
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 TWO MONTHS PRIOR TO CAMP 
·  Send informational letter to 4-H leaders/Extension directors 
·  Place information in school newspapers 
·  Create public service announcements (sample PSA’s available) and 

news releases for broadcast and print media use 
·  Check on instructor supplies (tables, electric outlets, lights, etc.) 
·  Notify area implement dealers regarding needed equipment 
·  Order safety packet information and supplies 
·  Mail confirmation letters, content outlines, overall and station goals and 

objectives and other resource material to all instructors 
 

SIX WEEKS PRIOR TO CAMP 
·  Seek food donation commitments and/or cash contributions 
·  Secure a stock tank from local tractor supply company to chill 

beverages and for demonstrations 
·  Contact fire department 
·  Collect supplies for first aid station 
·  Map out demonstration stations and draw a map of the entire training 

campsite  
·  Distribute news releases and PSA’s to media (samples available-see 

appendix for sample(s)) 
 

FOUR WEEKS PRIOR TO CAMP  
·  Line up group leaders 
·  Line up food helpers and “gofers” 
·  Mail information packets to instructors 
·  Registrations returned 
·  Order T-shirts from Jimmy Jay’s (see appendix for sample(s)) 
·  Assign Safety Officer 

 
THREE WEEKS PRIOR TO CAMP 

·  Make safety packets 
·  Prepare large group demonstrations, For Example: 

o Make pinch point demonstration hands 
o Make tripod for PTO demonstration 
o Make dummies for PTO demonstration 
o Make disk and get rope for Grain Entrapment demonstration 

 
ONE WEEK PRIOR TO CAMP 

·  Mail out information to group leaders 
·  Pick up demonstration materials for each training station 
·  Make up master registration list, divide youth into groups 
·  Make schedules for group leaders and station trainers 
·  Make name tags  
·  Confirm trainers availability 
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TWO DAYS PRIOR TO CAMP 

·  Remind implement dealers of commitment 
·  Check on food, stock tanks and water 

 
ONE DAY PRIOR TO CAMP 

·  Make follow-up call to confirm group leaders 
·  Set up as much as possible at camp location 
·  Pick up non-perishable food items 
·  Conduct group leader orientation 

    
DAY OF CAMP 

·  Check with trainers to assure all training supplies are available 
·  Conduct pre-training orientation for youth 
·  Give day camp knowledge pre-test and post-test exams (standardized 

questions provided)  
·  Good Luck!  Have Fun!  Be Safe! 

 
POST-EVENT  

·  Complete evaluation section (see appendix for sample(s)) 
·  Send out thank-you letters to sponsors, trainers, etc.  (see appendix 

for sample(s)) 
·  Decide whether or not to hold another day camp next year or future 

years 
·  Complete Behavior Follow-up survey (sent with take home packet) 
·  Complete Coordinator Report 
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MONEY MATTERS  
 

This section includes recommendations for sources of funds, outlines expenses you 
can anticipate and provides sources for scholarships and sponsors. The expense list 
provides ballpark estimates of costs associated with conducting a day camp. Costs will 
vary among communities. 

Although children, trainers, and other helpers typically like to receive a T-shirt and 
farm safety packet, they are optional.  Easter Seals South Dakota, Inc., will provide the 
first 100 T-shirts for each camp.  The only expense to each community is shipping, unless 
additional shirt are needed. 

Regarding camp promotion costs, fliers to the local schools are the most effective 
and least expensive method to publicize your camp.  You should visit with the school 
administrators on their information distribution policy.  Because the camps are a very 
worthwhile cause, the media in your area may be willing to publicize your camp by 
running your news releases or PSA’s about the event. 

INCOME SOURCES: 
1. Registration fees 

·  $5 - $15 per participant 
·  Optional depending on community financial support 
·  Encouraged as this increases participant commitment 
·  Also assists with costs, depending upon resources 

  2. Potential donations 
·  Cash or discounts 
·  Promotional activities by news media and others 
·  Printing or copies 
·  Food and beverages 
·  Equipment, supplies, materials, etc. 
·  Scholarships for camp participants  (see Scholarships and 

Sponsors) 
3.  Potential sources for donations/services 

·  Financial Institutions 
·  Insurance Agencies 
·  Agricultural Organizations/Businesses and Extension Offices 
·  Health Care Providers & Veterinary Clinics 
·  Individuals, Churches and Foundations 
·  Food, Beverage, and General Merchants 
·  News Media 
·  Law Enforcement Agency & Fire Department 
·  Recreation Vehicle Dealers 

Any business or organization that is connected to farming is a potential candidate for a financial, 
material or equipment gift.  Do not be discouraged if you are turned down as these businesses are 
approached frequently for donations.  Any donation, no matter how small, should be 
acknowledged in a follow-up thank-you newspaper advertisement/news release and/or on a large 
poster displayed at the camp. 
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ITEMS OF EXPENSE: 
 1. T-shirts 

·  $5.50 for additional t-shirts 
 2. Publicity 

·  Fliers to schools (include cost of paper, making copies, and developing 
flier) 

·  News releases (copies, photo duplication) 
·  Radio public service announcements (studio time, tape dubs) 
·  Advertisements & posters (development, studio time, paid space costs) 

 3. Food 
·  Collect donations, if possible, or have children bring their own sack 

lunch 
 4. Miscellaneous 

·  Includes bug spray, paper towels, garbage bags, videotape rental, first 
aid kits, items for kids to practice with and poster paper. 

 5. Safety packets   
·  Expect about $5-$7 per packet. Packet includes a variety of fliers on 

farm safety topics. (See Sample Take-Home Safety Packet in appendix) 
 6. Postage 

·  Includes letters, news releases, information mailings to speakers and 
thank you notes. 

 7. Telephone 
·  Includes calls to speakers, day camp staff, schools, local area farm 

organizations and the media. 
 8. Staff 

·  Salary/time  (60-100 hours) 
 9. Equipment 

·  Specific equipment rental for demonstration stations, audio-visual 
equipment and display rental fees. 

 10. Speakers 
·  Honorarium/fees 

 11. Rental fees for campsite 
·  Depends on location.  This can be a donation. 
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PROJECTED CAMP EXPENSES FOR 75 PARTICIPANTS 
The following expenses will vary depending on the amount of local support and donations from 
area businesses, organizations, and individuals.            
   

 FACILITY, FOOD, MATERIALS 
 
Facility ..............................................................................................................$125 
T-Shirts  (100 @ $5.50) ....................................................................................$550 
(First 100 shirts provided by Easter Seals South Dakota) 
Safety Packets  (75 @ $5.00)............................................................................$375 
Morning Snack  (Apples, etc.)............................................................................….$25 
Afternoon Snack  (cheese & crackers)...........................................................….$25 
Lunch  (100 @ $5.00/person) ...........................................................................$500 
Juice/lemonade...............................................................................................….$25 

 Ice………………………………………………………………………………$10 
 Mileage to pick up demonstration materials (.35/mile)………………………...$70 
 Total………………………………………………………………………….$1705 
 

CAMP PROMOTION 
 
Pre-camp publicity.........................................................................................$350 
Post-camp thank you advertisements.............................................................$225 
Total………………………………………………………………………...$575 

INSTRUCTOR TIME 
 
Two Emergency Medical Technicians (2 hours) ...........................................  $75 
All-terrain Vehicle Instructor.........................................................................  $90 
Day Camp Director (10 hours) ......................................................................$300 
Day Camp instructor & organizer (10 hours) ................................................$250 
Mileage  (.35 cents per mile) (will vary) .......................................................  $70 
Total ..............................................................................................................$785 
 
Projected costs for 75 participants and 25 camp staff                           $3065 
(These costs can be decreased considerably by getting free volunteer help, food donations, and 
safety packet materials. The average cost at South Dakota camps in the year 2000 was $7.25 per 
camper.) 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS AND SPONSORS 
Scholarships can be obtained from local businesses, organizations, or other 
interested parties. The amount may cover the total registration fee, a set number of 
campers, or a certain dollar amount off individual day camp registration fees. 
Sponsors should be recognized at the camps or when scholarships are given to 
participants. Participants receiving scholarships to attend camp should be 
encouraged to thank the sponsor either personally or with a brief thank you note. 
All sponsors/donors should be recognized with signage at the camp and pre-camp 
publicity and in follow-up thank-you advertisements and letters. 
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INSERT YOUR BUDGET HERE  
 

Income Amount 
Registration Fees   
Sponsorships/Donations:   
    
    
    
    
    

    

Total Income:   

    

Expenses   
T-Shirts (additional shirts/shipping)   
Publicity/Advertising (fliers, posters)   
Food (snacks, lunch)   
Miscellaneous   
(Sunscreen, paper towels, pencils etc.)   
Postage   
Safety Packets   
Telephone   
Staff   
Equipment   
Speakers   
Rental fees (program site)   
AIN (add if needed)   
AIN     

AIN    

Total Expenses:   
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T-SHIRT RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
T-shirts of a high-quality fabric have been selected.  SOFY program participants 

are provided shirts based on statewide funding support for the current year.  If you wish to 
add local sponsors to the shirts they may be placed below the statewide sponsors on the 
back or on the sleeves, they may not be larger or cover the existing sponsors.  No sponsor 
placement may be placed on the front of the shirt this is reserved for the SOFY program 
logo.  If you have questions please contact a state coordinator.  Please remember to order 
your shirts early.  **South Dakota CARES provides the first 75 t-shirts to each camp** 

 
Costs include these considerations: 

·  Printed T-shirt  ($5.50) 
·  XL and XXL shirt sizes usually cost more 
·  Check on quantity discounts 

 
Providing T-shirts for the entire group helps to get the children and instructors 

motivated.  They also serve as a lasting reminder of the day’s farm safety lessons.    
 

Decide four to six months prior to the camp date how and when you plan to 
distribute the T-shirts.  If distributed at the camp, have the registration forms turned in far 
enough in advance so that you will have adequate time to order the shirts.  Check with, 
Jimmy Jay’s Productions, the company making the T-shirts to find out how much lead-
time is needed for printing.  Let parents know that the participants will get a T-shirt at the 
camp so they can be prepared to change shirts upon arrival. 
 

Decide if you want to provide T-shirts for speakers and helpers. Ask for their sizes 
as you confirm their attendance. 

 
The order form, shown below, can be accessed by clicking on the “T-Shirt” link on 

the left hand side of the SOFY home page 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
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SOFY 

SAVE OUR FARM YOUTH 
FARM SAFETY DAY CAMP 

T-SHIRT ORDER FORM 
 

Send Form To: 

Sandy Williams 
South Dakota CARES 

1351 N. Harrison Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501 

605-224-5879 
Email: swilliams@southdakotacares.org 

 

Orders must be mailed at least 3 weeks prior to camp date – if orders are 
not received 2 weeks prior to camp date, a predetermined amount of shirts 

will automatically be sent to the camp coordinator. 
 

* Grant Number: _________________________________________________________ 
* Camp Coordinator: First name __________________ Last name__________________ 
* Address (UPS Delivery): _________________________________________________ 
* Phone number: _________________________________________________________ 
Fax Number: ____________________________________________________________ 
E-mail: _________________________________________________________________ 
* Camp Date: ________________________________________________ (mm/dd/yyyy) 

* Required Field 
 

T-SHIRTS SHOULD BE ORDERED THREE WEEKS BEFORE THE CAMP DATE. 
***EACH GRANT RECIPIENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT OF SHIPPING, 
AND THE EXTRA CHARGE OF $1.50 PER SHIRT FOR ANY XX-LARGE T-SHIRTS 

ORDERED. ADDITIONAL T-SHIRTS ORDERED (OVER 75) ARE $4.00 EACH PLUS 
SHIPPING. 

 

T-SHIRT SIZING CHART  
T-SHIRTS YOUTH STYLE 2000B CHEST INCHS LENGTH 

INCHES 
QUANITY 

Youth Small (6-8) 32” 20”  
Youth Medium (10-12) 34” 22”  
Youth Large (14-16) 36” 24”  
Adult Small 36” 28”  
Adult Medium 40” 29”  
Adult Large 44” 30”  
Adult X-Large 48” 31”  
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Adult 2X-Large 52” 32”  
Adult 3X-Large 56” 33”  
Adult 4X-Large 60” 34”  
  Total  

 
WHEN ORDERING PLEASE CONSIDER THAT GILDAN T-SHIRTS ARE 

GENEROUSLY SIZED. 
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PUBLICITY  
 

Publicity serves several functions to assure the success of your day camp.  Used 
correctly, it can: 

·  Increase awareness of the need to practice safety on the farm 
·  Provide data regarding farm youth injuries and fatalities (Local statistics, if 

available, could increase interest) 
·  Provide information about the event and its purpose 
·  Generate interest in attendance by local rural & urban youth 
·  Encourage contributions 
·  Encourage & increase volunteer participation and community involvement 

 
Promotion of the day camp begins with the assessment of community support 

several months prior to the event. (see Timeline/Checklist earlier in the guide) 
 

Once your event is scheduled, use radio public service announcements (PSA’s), as 
well as local newspaper stories to create general awareness of the event and to reach 
potential participants (examples of news releases and PSA scripts are available.)  A 
registration deadline should be set three weeks to a month prior to the camp date and 
should be included in all pre-camp publicity.  Publicity should be started two weeks to a 
month prior to the registration deadline.  As the camp date approaches, you should 
become familiar with the following sources for publicity. 

RADIO 
Identify which radio stations in your area best reach your target audience (families 

with children of camp age).  Find out their policy on PSA’s.  How long and how many 
will they run prior to registration.  (Normally it is about a week unless you request 
otherwise)  Radio interviews are also an excellent way of getting information to the 
public.  Call local farm broadcasters and offer to be interviewed about the event. 
Remember to credit day camp sponsors in the interview, if possible. 
 
NEWSPAPER 

Find out which reporter or editor is responsible for reporting your local community 
events.  To ensure of proper timing of the news release, contact the paper for daily or 
weekly deadlines.  Also, a friendly call to, or visit with, the editor may result in a 
beneficial feature story on the upcoming event and/or on-site news coverage of the day 
camp.  Make sure that all pertinent information is included in the news releases so that 
readers will be able to register by phone (a contact name, phone number, camp date & 
location, time, cost, and who is eligible to attend). 

 
TELEVISION 

Contact the news departments of the stations that cover your area.  Send them the 
news releases about the camp to get them aware of the details of your local camp.  In 
discussing the camp with the assignment editor try to give them a mental picture of what 
will transpire at your camp, emphasizing the action events (such as dummy caught in 
PTO) to help stimulate their interest. 
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LETTERS 
Consider inviting your local and state political leaders (e.g., mayor, city council, 

county commissioners, state officials) to your event. If they don’t attend at least they will 
aware of this important farm safety activity in your community. (See appendix for 
sample(s) for sample letters)           

 
FLIERS 

Fliers with registration forms attached can be posted in grocery stores, grain 
elevators, banks, restaurants, doctor’s offices, tractor supply stores, local convenience 
stores, veterinarian’s offices, and implements dealers.  Handing out fliers with attached 
registration forms at schools and distributing them in 4-H newsletters can also be very 
effective. 

PARADES 
Take advantage of any parades or festivals prior to the camp date.  Floats can 

depict day camp demonstration stations and remind the community of the upcoming event. 
 
 
 
**For samples see appendix in the back of the training manual**
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REGISTRATION  
 
The purpose of registration is to: 

·  Assist in general planning for the participants 
·  Organize participants into groups for the program 
·  Determine when registration limits are met  (if applicable). 

 
Registration forms need to include the following information: 
      Camp information 

·  Date, time and location 
·  Pre-registration information 
·  Registration deadline 
·  Contact name and phone number 
·  Cost per participant, to whom to make the check payable 

 
    Participant information 

·  Name 
·  Male or female 
·  Age 
·  Address 
·  Parents name, address, home and work phone number 
·  Family physicians name, phone number 
·  T-shirt size 
·  Release and consent information. (Include publicity release) 

 
The registration form (master form provided from state coordinators) should be 

part of the flier that is distributed at the schools, sent out with a 4-H newsletter and 
included in newspaper advertisements.  Set the registration deadline three to four weeks 
prior to camp date so T-shirts can be ordered according to the sizes stated on the 
registration forms.  Prepayment with registration is encouraged.  This ensures that 
registered participants will attend and prevents confusion on the day of the camp.  If you 
are working with a limited budget, registration fees are an important source of revenue 
that you will need to cover expenses. 

Day of Camp: Have two extra people available for registration and distribution of 
T-shirts.  This should be their only job, and these volunteers need not stay for the entire 
event.  Sources of registration helpers include 4-H leaders, parents, hospital volunteers and 
senior citizens. 

Consent Forms: A release and consent needs to be part of the registration process. 
This form should include the name and phone number of a person to contact in case of 
emergency. The YMCA, Boy Scouts and 4-H camps use similar consent forms so you 
may wish to use one of these. 
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South Dakota Save Our Farm Youth (SOFY) Camper Application Form 
A fun, informative and “hands-on” camp for youth. 

Date____________________________________________Time____________________ 

Location_________________________________________________________________ 

Pre-register by____________________________________________________________ 

For more information contact_________________________________________________ 

Name___________________________________________ Phone___________________ 

T-shirts, snacks, lunch, and safety packet provided.        Cost $_______________ per child. 

Local Sponsors____________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Please make check or money order payable to: ___________________________________ 

Send check and registration to: ________________________________________________ 

Registration Deadline _______________________________________________________ 

To be completed by participating youth  
 
Name_________________________________________________________ Age _______________          M        F 
 
Address____________________________________________________ City______________________________ 
 
Home Phone_____________________________________ Work phone___________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Family Physician_____________________________________________ Phone____________________________ 
 
T-shirt size (circle one)  Adult:  S   M   L   XL 
 
Release and Consent to Provide Medical Care: 
I understand that: 

1) The purpose of the Save Our Farm Youth (SOFY) Day Camp is to educate youth about the safe use of 
equipment.  One of the methods used for education will be actual demonstration involving the participants.  
Camp counselors and instructors will closely supervise all such activities.  However, due to the dangerous 
nature of the machinery, there is the possibility of accidents.  I agree to hold the counselors, instructors and 
sponsors harmless in the event of injury to my child so long as due care had been exercised by these parties. 

2) First aid will be available at the camp: the campers will be supervised and if a serious illness or injury 
develops, medical and/or hospital care will be provided.  I further understand that in case of serious injury 
or illness, I will be notified.  If it is impossible to contact me, I give permission for emergency treatment or 
surgery as recommended by the attending physician. 

Release of media material: 
I assign to Save Our Farm Youth Program, or its representatives, full permission to use, publish and 
circulate my name, vocal performance, photographs, and pictures of me and my property as taken on camp 
date. The media materials may be used, circulated, published, or otherwise distributed for the purpose of 
advertising, promotion and/or trade in any media. I specifically waive any present or future claim for 
compensation or damages arising out of their use. 

 
I have read and understand the above information. 
 
Parent or Guardian Signature_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Save Our Farm Youth Camps are sponsored in part by: Easter Seals South Dakota, Inc. South Dakota State 
University Extension Service, and Avera Health. 
 

Note to camp 
coordinator 

 
The top part of 
this form is for 

information 
specific to your 

camp 
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As the Farm Safety Day Camp Coordinator it is your responsibility to ensure that 

all participants are safe during the event.  If an accident occurs, you must have prompt and 
appropriate first aid and transportation available on site.  The individual or group of 
individuals coordinating the farm safety day camp in your community must resolve the 
issue of adequate liability.  The liability insurance of the fairgrounds or local park may or 
may not cover a child if they are injured at the camp.  It is important to check this out 
during the planning process (contact the insurance company representative).  If you plan 
to hold the camp at a farm site, notify the farmer of the potential for injuries at the camps 
and your insurance coverage and emergency plans. 
 

Possibilities for liability coverage include 24-hour coverage from an insurance 
company of your choice at a fixed rate or insurance coverage that follows the coordinator 
or sponsor from camp to camp. 
 

It is important to remember that some of the demonstrations included in this 
manual are potentially hazardous, therefore, all safety precautions must be followed at all 
times. 
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PROGRAM FORMAT  
 

1. The number of participants in each rotating group should not exceed 10.  This 
allows as much one-on-one instruction as possible.  Select a whole or half-
day that accommodates the number of participants that you have.  

2. Strive for equal gender mix in the groups, or organize all-boys or all-girls 
groups. 

3. Splitting groups according to age allows the speakers to tailor their 
presentations to ensure they are age-appropriate.  However, you may wish to 
consider a mix of ages in organizing your groups.  This can facilitate 
increased learning because younger children are more apt to ask questions, 
which can create a more interactive session.  Older participants often hesitate 
to ask questions in a group of their peers.      

4. Group leaders, should be instructed to control “horseplay” amongst the camp 
participants.  The horseplay is distracting to the other participants and 
impolite to the presenters. 

 
PRELIMINARY EVENTS  

1. Opening remarks should include the following 
·  Introduction of instructors, group leaders 
·  Safety coordinator should give safety instructions 
·  Review goals and objectives 
·  Review daily activities 
·  Day camp participants responsibilities 
·  Pre-test  (use questions provided) 
·  Location of toilet facilities 
·  Where to go for help 
·  Lunch, breaks, housekeeping 
·  Motivational “kickoff” speaker or speech (this may be a local 

individual or family that was involved in an injury or a victim willing to 
share his or her own story). 

·  Hand out and wear T-shirts for the day 
o Providing T-shirts for the entire group helps to get the children and 

instructors motivated.  They also serve as a lasting reminder of the 
day’s farm safety lessons. 
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MAIN PROGRAM  
 

See sample schedules for selection of daily activities. These sample day camp 
schedules will help you to tailor your camp’s activities to your community needs and 
resources. 

 
CONCLUSION 

 Closing comments (limit to 5 minutes) 
·  Post-test  (use questions provided) 
·  Hand out safety packets 
·  Offer thanks to volunteers and sponsors 
·  Drawing/Distribution for any giveaways 
·  Examples  (recommend safety related materials) 

·  A U.S. Savings Bond 
·  Safety glasses, Goggles 
·  First Aid Kit 
·  Slow Moving Vehicle Sign 
·  Any Safety-Related Equipment 

 
These can be donated by a local company and participants may sign up for the 

drawing during the day by writing down 5 safety hazards on paper, with their name, and 
placing their entry in a drawing box. 
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SCHEDULE SAMPLES 
 
If your community has limited resources, Schedule #1 allows your instructors to 

teach at two different demonstration stations (one in the morning and one in the 
afternoon).  If you are considering offering more than eight safety stations, be careful not 
to overload the instructors and diminish their effectiveness. 
 

Usually, 15-minute stations with 5 minutes of travel time in between are optimum. 
This keeps the youth interested and moving.  Feel free to modify the schedules to suit 
your individual needs.  Most of the safety demonstrations described in this manual take 
approximately 15 minutes to complete. 

 
SAMPLE SCHEDULE #1 

Farm Safety Day Camp Schedule for One Day 
Farm Safety Half-

Day 
Day Camp Schedule for 
(Afternoon) 

(Three Group Demonstrations/Twelve-15 minute Sessions) 
(Two Group 

Eight-15 
Demonstrations/ 
Minute Sessions) 

8:00-8:20 Registration 12:00-12:20 Registration 

8:20-8:30 Welcome, Introduction of Instructors 12:20-12:30 
Welcome, Introduction of 

Instructors 
8:35-8:50 Session 1-Tractors 12:35-12:50 Session 1 
8:55-9:10 Session 2-First Aid-Rescue Breathing 12:55-1:10 Session 2 
9:15-9:30 Session 3-Animals 1:15-1:30 Session 3 
9:35-9:50 Session 4-Chemicals 1:35-1:50 Session 4 

9:55-10:10 Session 5-Fires 1:50-2:00 Break 
10:10-10:20 Break 2:05-2:20 Session 5 
10:25-10:40 Session 6-All-Terrain Vehicles 2:25-2:40 Session 6 
10:45-10:55 Combine/PTO Demonstration 2:45-3:00 Session 7 
10:55-11:05 PTO Demonstration/Combine 3:05-3:20 Session 8 
11:10-11:40 Electrical Systems/Roadway Safety 3:25-3:40 Large Group Demonstration 
11:45-12:15 Lunch 3:40-3:55 Large Group Demonstration 
12:15-12:30 Session 7-Disengaging Equipment 3:55-4:15 Wrap Up, Safety Packets 
12:35-12:50 Session 8-First Aid-Bandaging 4:00 Parents Arrive 
12:55-1:10 Session 9-Power Takeoffs 
1:15-1:30 Session 10-Lawn Mowers 
1:35-1:50 Session 11-Skid Loaders 
1:55-2:10 Session 12-Flowing Grains 
2:10-2:25 Wrap Up/Safety Packets/Snack 

2:15 Parents Arrive 

 
 

  
         
 

 
 
 
 



Save Our Farm Youth Safety Day Camp Training 

30 

SAMPLE SOFY SCHEDULES  
 
Our County S.O.F.Y. Farm Safety Day Camp Agenda  
4-H Building and Fair Grounds, Our Town, SD 
 
9:00-9:30                        Registration  
 
9:30-9:45                        Orientation  
 
9:45-10:00                      Special Speaker - Tim the Tool Man  
                                             Sessions 1-6 rotate in morning  
 
10:00-10:15                  Session 1 - Water Safety -  
                                                      County Dive Rescue Team  
 
10:18-10:33                  Session 2 - First Aid – Tommy Thompson, EMT Specialist 
 
10:33-10:48                  Break - Milk and Cookies  
 
10:48-11:03                  Session 3 - Lawn Mower Safety – Billy Bob, Vo-Ag Instructor  
 
11:06-11:21                  Session 4 - Hidden Hazards – Farmer Joe, Extension Educator 
 
11:24-11:39                  Session 5 - Electricity Safety – Lightning Pat, Clark Electric  
 
11:42-11:57                  Session 6 - South Dakota Highway Patrol  
                                           Sessions   7-8 rotate  
 
12:00-12:20                  Session 7 - Power Take Off (PTO) Safety & Weather Awareness- Patty Jo, Implement 
Dealer  
 
12:20-12:40                  Lunch & Action Stations - Pizza and Pop  
 
12:40-1:00                    Session 8 - Power Take Off (PTO) Safety & Weather Awareness- Patty Jo, Implement 
Dealer 
 
                                                    Sessions 9-14 rotate in afternoon  
 
1:03-1:18                      Session 9 - Animal Safety – Pete Bob, Veterinarian 
 
1:21-1:36                      Session 10 - Flowing Grains – Mary Sue, Grain Elevator Manager 
 
1:39-1:54                      Session 11 - Pesticide Safety - MaryAnn, Chemical Dealer 
 
1:57-2:12                      Session 12 - Home Alone – Little Al, County Extension Educator  
 
2:12-2:27                      Break - Pop and Apples  
 
2:27-2:42                      Session 13 - ATV Safety – Fast Eddie, ATV Instructors 
 
2:45-3:00                      Session 14 - Fire Safety & Extinguishers – Betty Lou, Lake City Fire  
 
3:00-3:30                      Helicopter - McKennan Hospital & Wrap Up Materials
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SAMPLE Age 4 to 7 PROGRAM SCHEDULE  
 

 Red Blue Green Yellow Pink Orange 
10:30-
11:00 
a.m. 

Registration & Pre 
Test 

Registration & Pre 
Test 

Registration & Pre Test Registration & Pre Test Registration & Pre 
Test 

Registration & Pre Test 

11:00-
11:10 
a.m. 

Poisons Bicycle Safety Personal Hygiene on 
the Farm 

Animal Safety Hidden Hazards Electricity 

11:15-
11:25 
a.m. 

Bicycle Safety Personal Hygiene on 
the Farm 

Animal Safety Hidden Hazards Electricity Poisons 

11:30-
11:40 
a.m. 

Personal Hygiene on 
the Farm 

Animal Safety Hidden Hazards Electricity Poisons Bicycle Safety 

11:45-
11:55 
a.m. 

Animal Safety Hidden Hazards Electricity Poisons Bicycle Safety Personal Hygiene on the 
Farm 

12 
Noon 

Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

12:45-
1:00 
p.m. 

PTO Demonstration PTO Demonstration PTO Demonstration PTO Demonstration PTO Demonstration PTO Demonstration 

1:05-
1:15 
p.m. 

Hidden Hazards Electricity Poisons Bicycle Safety Personal Hygiene on 
the Farm 

Animal Safety 

1:20-
1:30 
p.m. 

Electricity Poisons Bicycle Safety Personal Hygiene on the 
Farm 

Animal Safety Hidden Hazards 

1:35-
1:45 
p.m. 

Post Test Post Test Post Test Post Test Post Test Post Test 
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Student Groups for Morning & Afternoon Sessions and Lunch 
Break 

Hillcrest Safety Day – October 31, 2000 
 
 

Teachers – Please take lunch count first thing in morning 
and then put the students’ tickets right in the box if they are 
eating school lunch.  We will give Debbie the box and then 
not worry about messing with the tickets.  Just sent a student 
with the box to take to Debbie after you do the lunch ticket.  
Thanks! 

*Grades 1,2,3 – lunch at 11:00 in the gym.  Please start 
with third grade students at 10:55 after their 8th safety 
session.  2nd grade at 11:00 and all first grade students at 
11:05.  Bring them to the café and we will take them from 
that point.  They will see Elect. Demo & then outside for 
recess.  Students will all come in at 11:50 when the 
supervisors ring the bells.  That will give you time to go to 
the bathroom, and get organized for the afternoon sessions. 

1.  8:35 – 8:55 1.  12:05 – 12:25 All third grade classes attend the first 2 
sessions.  3E & 3D – go to the session you missed in the 
morning.  Each chooses a different session. 

2.  8:55 – 9:15 2.  12:25 – 12:45 Again all third grade classes will attend 
these.  After this session 3E & 3D will return to their 
rooms.  3Dek & 3N will meet their Kdng. Friends. 

3.  9:15 – 9:35 3.  12:45 – 1:05 Kdng.  Will join their third grade friends.  
Please look at the original schedule to see where you 
friends will be found. 

4.  9:35 – 9:55 4.  1:05 – 1:25 

5.  9:55 – 10:15 5.  1:25 – 1:45 

6.  10:15 – 10:35 6.  1:45 – 2:05 

7.  10:35 – 10:55 Kdgn. Leaves after this session.  Also third 
grade who will go directly to lunch. 

7.  2:05 – 2:25 

8.  10:55 – 11:15 8.  2:25 – 2:45 

9.  11:15 – 11:35 9.  2:45 – 3:05 

11:45 Lunch for grades 4 & 5 in the gym and Electrical 
Demo.  Then outside for recess.  Grades 4& 5 will come in 
from recess at 12:45.  Bring them to the café for lunch at 
11:45 and then we will take them to gym for the rest of the 
program. 

 

 
Playground Supervisors – will be with the following groups: 
  
Kdgn. getting to go home at 11:00 Tim and Moniek 
10:55 – 11”50 3rd grade - Brian & Pat; 11:00 – 11:50 2nd grade – Megan & Kelli 
11:05 – 11:50  1st grade – Allen & Sarah; * You will need to ring playground bells or blow whistles to line up 
students.  After they go in, you will come in to the gym and watch the demonstration and then just help the others 
with supervision or playing games with the other classes.  Pat will go to office and cover for Dianne so she can get a 
break before the bells start ringing again for safety sessions. 
11:45 – 12:45 4th grade Tim & Moniek; 5th grade Eric & Sarah 
Kdgn. Playground 12:00 – 12:30 Allen 
All Students will come in at 12:45 and go back to their respective classes.  Thanks for your help! 
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FOOD RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
To minimize day camp costs, it is recommended that as many food items and 

utensils as possible be donated by local businesses and organizations.  If the food items 
are not donated, estimate the lunch cost at approximately $5.00 per participant. 

 
MORNING SNACK 

·  Fruit, muffins, cheese 
·  Water or juice (if donated) 

 
LUNCH 

·  Pizza or something prepared by a local group.  Pizza is a good entrée 
because it requires less work to serve and usually does not require 
utensils.  If pizza is not donated, inexpensive foods such as Sloppy Joes 
and chips are recommended.  Pork producers and beef industry groups 
are sometimes willing to grill pork chops or hamburgers for this event. 

 
AFTERNOON SNACK 

·  Crackers and cheese 
·  Lemonade or juice 
·  Watermelon 

 
Consider an organized exercise break to allow children and instructors to “unwind” 

and re-energize.  If you choose this option, the activity must be properly planned and 
supervised. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

·  Stock tank with ice to keep beverages cool unless a refrigerator is 
available 

·  Ice 
·  Napkins, plates, cups, and other serving utensils as needed. 
·  Water (if not available on-site) 

 
To prevent heat related illnesses and to maintain hydration levels, make sure there 

is plenty of water available. 
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MISCELLANEOUS TIPS  
1. Design an emergency medical access system.  Know where the nearest phone is 

located. 
2. Adult volunteers should have a designated day camp job.  This will decrease 

confusion and ensure that your camp is adequately staffed. 
3. Designate one volunteer solely as a “gofer”. 
4. Each small group should have a group leader.  Group leaders can be older 4-H 

members.  Each group leader should receive a copy of the schedule and a camp 
map.  Meet with the group leaders prior to the camp.  This is essential to ensure a 
well-run camp. 

5. Disciplinary guideline should be given to each safety counselor. Applying 
guidelines already approved for use in your local school district may work well. 

6. Fifteen-minute sessions work very well with 8 – 13 year old youth.  Exceptions 
might be the PTO demonstration and First Aid.  Allow 40 minutes for campers to 
learn rescue breathing and practice first aid techniques on each other.  Or put first 
aid in two different stations; one station can be bandaging first aid and the other 
accessing emergency medical services and performing rescue breathing.  The 
dummy in a PTO demonstration works well for a full group at the lunch break or at 
the end of the camp. 

7. Instruct presenters to teach age-appropriate responsibilities. Presentations should 
differentiate between what children should and should not do and what needs to be 
left to an adult. 

8. Include as many hands-on presentations and visual demonstrations as possible.  
The more involved the participants are, the better they learn and are more apt to 
retain the information.    

9. Find out if speakers plan to hand out fliers.  Request that speakers leave fliers with 
the camp coordinator so they can be added to the information safety packets or 
distributed at the end of the day. 

10. Order portable toilets if no, or not enough, restroom facilities are available at the 
campsite.  Extra toilet paper and paper towels should be available. 

11. Have participants fill out evaluation forms before they leave (samples provided). 
12. Make sure evaluation forms are returned to the SOFY State Coordinator.  The 

coordinator should then submit the forms to: SOFY Camp Coordinator @ 
Agricultural and Bio-Systems Engineering Department, Box 2120, South Dakota 
State University, Brookings, SD 57007.  This data will then be summarized and 
shared with participating camps and also be used to help obtain funding sponsors 
for future camps and to continually improve programming. 

13. The following miscellaneous items should be available at the day camp site: Insect 
spray; First aid kit; sunscreen; tape, scissors, stapler, pencils(enough for each 
camper & staff); tissues; blankets for resusci-Annies and lunch; barricade stakes 
and rope; napkins, utensils, plates, garbage sacks and cans; tables for registration; 
Cash box. 
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COMMUNICATION WITH SPEAKERS  
 

Good communication with speakers involved with the camp is very important.  
The following suggestions are provided to help the camp run smoothly. 

 
1. When contacting a speaker suggest that they volunteer their time or 

request that a company or employer sponsor their time.  If the speaker 
requests compensation, establish the fee and budget accordingly. 

2. Provide the speaker with the objectives for the camp and for his or her 
presentation (refer to page ___ for objectives) 

3. Provide information on safety guidelines. 
4. Provide resource materials to the speakers.  Share instructor packets 

and resources for more information or materials.  Try to share this 
information prior to the camp date so the instructor can become 
familiar with it before the camp.     

5. Detail date and place of camp, schedule their demonstrations and set 
limits on the length of their presentation. 

6. Agree on what you will provide and what the speaker shall provide. 
7. Encourage speakers to make presentations age-appropriate. 
8. Provide a copy of the entire day camp schedule. 
9. Request that fliers provided by the speaker be given to the Day Camp 

Coordinator to be distributed at the end of the day. 
10. If you provide T-shirts to the speakers, request the speakers size. 
11. Let the speakers know if they will be provided with lunch and snacks. 
12. Determine speakers special needs (e.g., equipment, safety 

considerations). 
13. Don’t forget to send the speaker, paid or volunteer, a thank-you note 

following the day camp. 
14. Encourage presenters to practice.  Use caution with any hands or large 

demonstration.  Review with them any ‘home-made’ types of displays. 
 

GROUP LEADER INFORMATION  
 
A group leader is needed for each group of campers.  This person should be 
responsible, 16 years or older and show a willingness to be involved in the day 
camp activities.  4-H leaders usually know who would be interested in being a 
group leader.  Group leaders can help participants to better absorb information 
attending each session with them as they proceed to the next session. 
 
An 8-year old group may need two group leaders, as children of this age are the 
most difficult to keep organized and entertained.  An information sheet on 
approved discipline for this age group of children should be included in materials 
shared with the group leaders. 
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Make phone contact with the leaders 2 to 3 weeks prior to the day camp to 
make sure they are interested and available.  An instruction letter along with the 
model farm and reaction timer activities should also be included in the materials 
you provide them. 
 
Group Leader Roles: 

·  Provide leadership for groups of younger participants 
·  Monitor the groups to maintain the safety of everyone present 
·  Provide increased individual attention to registrants 
·  Provide learning by encouraging individual participation, answering 

questions and reviewing key points of presentations 
 

Group Leader Responsibilities: 
·  Make introductions and name tags, if used, for their group 
·  Oversee completion of participant’s evaluations; consider reading each 

question to the group 
·  Direct participants through activities 
·  Know where all group participants are at all times and maintain group 

unity 
·  Make sure participants are in a safe location when observing hazardous 

demonstrations 
·  Provide activities in case of unexpected extra time (e.g., games, songs, 

review, questions or discussion topics). 
 

Remember Group Leaders today Community Leaders tomorrow! 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF DEVELOPMENTAL STAGES OF CHILDREN  
 

7 to 9 Years Old 
 
·  Begin to recognize common dangers that they have personally experienced in the past 
·  Do not easily generalize from one situation to another (e.g., having fallen from a tree, 

they may not avoid climbing on a tractor or grain bin ladder) 
·  Act before they think, especially during play 
·  Easily get near dangerous situations without recognizing the risk 
·  Little knowledge of the requirements of a task or their own physical and mental limits  
·  Do not have problem solving abilities to avoid injury 
·  Risk of injury is very high 
 
10 to 15 Year Olds 
 
·  Often physically well-developed enough to take on adult tasks 
·  Often pressure parents into letting them take on responsibilities they may not be ready 

to handle 
·  Can follow simple operating procedures and are able to tell parents what they would 

do if a problem arose 
·  Often cannot apply knowledge in a stressful situation 
·  Often not capable of handling complex operational activities 
·  Strong peer pressure 
·  Very weak perception of risk-taking  
·  Feelings of immortality 
·  Tend to be very high-risk-takers 
·  Need good understanding of accident risks on the farm 
·  Need close supervision 
·  Need training to allow skills to develop slowly so they can adapt and thoroughly learn 

new tasks 
 
Excerpts from: “Accident Risk-Taking Behavior & Injury Experience of Farm Youth”, by 
Robert A. Aherin and Christine M. Todd. 
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TIPS FOR TEACHING 8 TO 13 YEARS OLDS 
 

1. Keep language simple. Don’t use “big” words or terms, which may be unfamiliar to kids 
like “telescoping” to describe a PTO shield or “disengage” to substitute for “turn it off.” 
Don’t assume that farm children will know what a PTO, a master shield, or an herbicide 
or pesticide is, etc.  Ask the children if they know what it is and then define it for them in 
simple terms. 

 
2. As much as possible avoid the “lecture” format.  Stand close to the children.  Engage 

them by asking questions, asking them to describe their own experiences, asking them 
what they would do in safe or unsafe situations.  Watch their faces.  If you see quizzical 
looks, stop and ask them what they don’t understand. 

 
3. Have three or four points that you want them to learn by the end of the 15-20 minutes 

sessions.  Write them on cards, as computer signs or on a flip chart.  Repeat them often 
during the session.  They should be able to name the points by the end of the session.  
Repetition is one way children learn. 

 
4. As much as possible try to show the children what you mean.  Provide illustrations, 

which allow the children to see and touch what you want them to learn.  For example: 
some farm kids can’t differentiate between a shielded or unshielded PTO shaft and or 
explain why shields are important.  Some farm kids have never been allowed to get close 
enough to learn why PTO’s are dangerous.  This “hand-on” teaching will help kids to 
remember hazards when they return to the farm. 

 
5. If you aren’t aware of the kinds of accidents and injuries, which occur to farm youth in 

the area you are teaching (e.g. Lawnmowers, ATV’s, Animals, etc.) ask your camp 
coordinator for articles about these injuries or deaths.  Tell the children these stories and 
how these things might occur to them if they don’t obey safety rules. 

 
6. Don’t get too serious.  Keep your presentation light.  We want the children to remember 

being safe in a positive light.  Make things as much fun as possible.  We want kids to 
leave with the feeling that having a positive attitude towards safety is the “in” thing to do.  
We want them to encourage siblings and friends to return to future camps. 
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EVALUATION  
 

The following evaluation system has been developed to help measure the effectiveness of 
the training of the camp participants.  It should also help to monitor and determine if the youth 
are receiving the correct messages.  The evaluations are designed to help camp coordinators 
measure the effectiveness of their camps.  The evaluations also help the State SOFY 
Coordinators monitor the training and certain areas where additional or different training 
methods might be helpful and more effective in future camps.  They are also helpful in showing 
the effectiveness of the camps to potential financial sponsors.  The evaluations should help in 
continual improvement of training and, as a result, help prevent agricultural related deaths and 
injuries to children.  The survey results should be reported as group data only, to provide 
confidentiality to individual responses.  
 
Day Camp Coordinator Responsibilities 
  

A. Utilize the participant surveys to determine if camp goals and objectives were met 
and as a source for future program improvements. 

B. Utilize the evaluation information to help collect input from camp presenters, group 
leaders and other camp participants to help improve future camps.    

C. Distribute and collect the evaluations at the SOFY camps. 
D. Compile the evaluation results and send them to:  SOFY Coordinator, Agricultural & 

Biosystems Engineering Department, South Dakota State University, Box 2120, 
Brookings, SD 57007, phone 605-688-5291 or emailed to sofy@sdstate.edu 

E. Compile the final summary and publicize in your community. 
 
Purpose of the Evaluation System 
 

A. Determine if goals and objectives were met. 
B. Determine the effectiveness of the program teaching and learning process. 
C. Compare participant’s behavior prior to and following the program. 
D. Obtain suggestions for improvement of future programs. 

 
To determine which activities were/were not effective, appropriate, and enjoyed it is essential to 
evaluate your day camp.  This information is also important for planning future camp activities 
and to determine whether or not the program had a positive effect on the participants. 
 
Evaluation Objectives: 
  

A. To measure the success of activities in terms of program time, date, length, content, 
organizational procedures, instructor qualifications, administrative procedures, 
facility location and appropriateness, and change in knowledge. 

B. To measure the effects of activities on the participants behavior. 
C. To measure the success of activities in terms of program time, date, length, content, 

organizational procedures, instructor qualifications, administrative procedures, 
facility location and appropriateness, and change in knowledge. 

D. To measure the effects of activities on the participants behavior. 
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The evaluation process requires day camp participants to complete short surveys prior to and 
immediately after day camp activities.  Participants should also receive a follow-up Behavior 
survey to take home and return after a specified period of time.  It is suggested the day camp 
evaluation process be conducted as follows. 
 

A. Before training begins have the participants complete both the behavior and 
knowledge pre-tests that have been provided by the state coordinators. 

B. After participants have completed the day camp training have them complete the exit 
survey and the knowledge post-test.  Collect both before they leave.  The presenters 
and parents, if they participated in an information sharing session with their children, 
should also be surveyed regarding camp activities. 

C. A follow-up behavior survey/post-test should be conducted.  This can be sent home 
with the families with a self-addressed envelope, a return date, and a short letter 
explaining the importance of returning the survey.  (Efforts should be made to ensure a high 
post camp behavior survey return rate.  The most effective way to ensure the behavior surveys are 
returned is to telephone a reminder to the participating family a week or so before the surveys are due 
and reemphasize the importance of returning them.  The self-addressed return envelope should make it 
easy for participants to return the completed survey.) 

D. The coordinator should analyze survey results.  After considering the positive and 
negative aspects, the information should be used in planning future SOFY camps. 
Compare the pre- and post- knowledge and behavior results then submit the 
summarized results on the SOFY website as outlined on page 13. 

 
Please remember the results of these surveys will help to improve future camps, enhance health 
and safety training for youth, as well as assist in soliciting and obtaining financial sponsors, at 
both state and county levels. 
 
**See sample tests in appendix**
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ADDITIONAL WEB RESOURCES  
 

·  SD Save Our Farm Youth 
(http://abe.sdstate.edu/sofy)  

·  North American Guidelines for Children's Agricultural Tasks 
( http://www.nagcat.org/ ) 

·  The High Plains Intermountain Center for Agricultural Health and Safety 
(http://www.hicahs.colostate.edu/default.asp) 

·  The National Ag Safety Database 
(http://www.cdc.gov/nasd/) 

·  Teaching Agricultural Safety to Kids  
( www.iesstask.com/main.html ) 

·  Extension Agricultural Safety and health 
( www.ag.ohio-state.edu/~agsafety/ ) 

·  Farm Family Safety & Health Workshop 
( www.agcom.purdue.edu/AgCom/Pubs/S/S-90.html ) 

·  Farm Safety Day Camp 
( www.ae.iastate.edu/safetyc.htm ) 

·  Farm Safety Day Camp 
(http://www.cdc.gov/nasd/docs/d001601-d001700/d001643/d001643.html) 
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South Dakota Save Our Farm Youth (SOFY) Camper Application Form 
A fun, informative and “hands-on” camp for youth. 

Date____________________________________________Time____________________ 

Location_________________________________________________________________ 

Pre-register by____________________________________________________________ 

For more information contact_________________________________________________ 

Name___________________________________________ Phone___________________ 

T-shirts, snacks, lunch, and safety packet provided.        Cost $_______________ per child. 

Local Sponsors____________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Please make check or money order payable to: ___________________________________ 

Send check and registration to: ________________________________________________ 

Registration Deadline _______________________________________________________ 

To be completed by participating youth  
 
Name_________________________________________________________ Age _______________          M        F 
 
Address____________________________________________________ City______________________________ 
 
Home Phone_____________________________________ Work phone___________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Family Physician_____________________________________________ Phone____________________________ 
 
T-shirt size (circle one)  Adult:  S   M   L   XL 
 
Release and Consent to Provide Medical Care: 
I understand that: 

3) The purpose of the Save Our Farm Youth (SOFY) Day Camp is to educate youth about the safe use of 
equipment.  One of the methods used for education will be actual demonstration involving the participants.  
Camp counselors and instructors will closely supervise all such activities.  However, due to the dangerous 
nature of the machinery, there is the possibility of accidents.  I agree to hold the counselors, instructors and 
sponsors harmless in the event of injury to my child so long as due care had been exercised by these parties. 

4) First aid will be available at the camp: the campers will be supervised and if a serious illness or injury 
develops, medical and/or hospital care will be provided.  I further understand that in case of serious injury 
or illness, I will be notified.  If it is impossible to contact me, I give permission for emergency treatment or 
surgery as recommended by the attending physician. 

Release of media material: 
I assign to Save Our Farm Youth Program, or its representatives, full permission to use, publish and 
circulate my name, vocal performance, photographs, and pictures of me and my property as taken on camp 
date. The media materials may be used, circulated, published, or otherwise distributed for the purpose of 
advertising, promotion and/or trade in any media. I specifically waive any present or future claim for 
compensation or damages arising out of their use. 

 
I have read and understand the above information. 
 
Parent or Guardian Signature_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Save Our Farm Youth Camps are sponsored in part by: South Dakota CARES, South Dakota State 
University Extension Service, and Avera Health. 

Note to camp 
coordinator 

 
The top part of 
this form is for 

information 
specific to your 

camp 
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(Confirmation Letter to Day Camp Participants) 
 
 
 
Date 
 
 
Dear Save Our Farm Youth (SOFY) Camp Participants: 
 
We are looking forward to your participation in our Save Our Farm Youth day camp on (day of 
week), (month day, year), at (building and/or location).  Registration begins at (time).  Your 
registration fee includes lunch, snacks, a safety packet and a T-shirt (optional).  You will be in a 
group of 8 to10 other children your age.  We have enclosed a schedule of the day camp activities.  
(Enclose a copy of the day camp schedule). 
 
Parents, please be at the camp to pick up your child(ren) at (time).  This will give your child(ren) 
an opportunity to walk you through the camp to see what activities have been presented 
throughout the day.  Enclosed is a release form.  Please sign it and have your child(ren) bring it 
to camp with them. 
 
See you (date)!  Meantime, if you have questions, please call (me/us) at (phone number/s). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Day Camp Coordinator(s) 
 
Enclosures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Save Our Farm Youth Camps are sponsored in part by: South Dakota CARES, South Dakota State 
University Cooperative Extension Service, and Avera Rural Health Institute. 
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(Confirmation Letter to Group Leaders) 
 
 
 
Date 
 
 
Group Leaders Name 
Street Address 
City, State, Zip 
 
 
Dear (Group Leader), 
 
Thank you for volunteering to be a group leader for our Save Our Farm Youth (SOFY) 
day camp on (day of week), (month day, year). 
 
You will be responsible for keeping a small group of participants together (eight to ten children), 
and to help keep the camp organized and litter free.  You are the participants’ leader, but others 
will be available to assist you if a problem arises. 
 
In case there is spare time between farm safety activities, we encourage you to come prepared to 
play a couple of short games or perform other group activities to keep your group occupied 
during this time. 
 
Camp will be held at (place and location/address).  Please arrive at (time) on camp day to meet 
with us briefly before the day camp begins.  Please let us know in advance if you cannot help us 
on camp day by calling (phone number). 
 
We look forward to working with you. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Day Camp Coordinator(s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Save Our Farm Youth Camps are sponsored in part by: South Dakota CARES, South Dakota State 
University Cooperative Extension Service, and Avera Rural Health Institute. 
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(Community Business Letter) 
 
Date 
 
 
Doctor, Farm Business or other Agriculture-Related Resource 
Street Address 
City, State and Zip Code 
 
Dear (Community Person): 
 
As you know, the farm is many things to rural children.  It’s their home, their playground and 
often their workplace.  The farm also has special hazards associated with it.  To help children 
ages 4-13 years recognize these hazards and promote safety on the farm, (organization) is 
sponsoring a Save Our Farm Youth (SOFY) day camp. 
 
At the day camp, trained personnel will create awareness of farm hazards in such areas as 
animals, all-terrain vehicles, chemicals, electrical systems, flowing grains, lawn mowers, power 
takeoffs and tractors.  Participants also will learn basic first aid, rescue breathing and how to 
assist a person who is choking. 
 
If you have clients whose children may benefit from farm safety education, we would appreciate 
it if you would encourage them to take part in this camp.  Camp will be held (day of week), 
(month day, year), from (start time to finish time) at (place).  Enclosed is a flier that you can 
display as you wish which provides more information on the day camp. 
 
Thank you for your time and support.  (I/We) can be reached at (phone number/s) for more 
information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Day Camp Coordinator(s) 
 
Enclosure 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Save Our Farm Youth Camps are sponsored in part by: South Dakota CARES, South Dakota State 
University Cooperative Extension Service, and Avera Rural Health Institute. 
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(Community Political Leader Letter) 
 
Date 
 
 
The Honorable (Political Leader) 
(Title) 
Street Address 
City, State, Zip 
 
 
Dear (Political Leader): 
 
(Sponsoring organization) will be sponsoring a Save Our Farm Youth (SOFY) day camp on (day 
of week), (month day, year).  The goal of this camp is to help prevent tragic deaths and disabling 
injuries on the farm through safety education targeted at rural children. 
 
The day camp is focusing on 4 to 13 year old children who live on or visit farms.  We will have 
several qualified instructors on hand to present information and give demonstrations on various 
farm safety topics, including all-terrain vehicles, animals, chemicals, electrical systems, lawn 
mowers, power takeoffs and tractors.  Participants also will have an opportunity to gain some 
hands-on experience in basic first aid, choking intervention and rescue breathing. 
 
You are cordially invited to attend this event, which will be located at the (building and/or 
location) from (start time to finish time).  Please contact (me/us) at (phone number/s) if you 
would like to attend this event, or if you would like further information. 
 
With your support and that of our community, we hope to make a difference in the health and 
safety of agriculture’s most precious resource, our children. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Day Camp Coordinator(s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Save Our Farm Youth Camps are sponsored in part by: South Dakota CARES, South Dakota State 
University Cooperative Extension Service, and Avera Rural Health Institute. 
 



Save Our Farm Youth Safety Day Camp Training 

48 

 
 
(Letter to Thank Facility Host) 
 
 
 
 
 
Date 
 
 
 
(Facility Host) 
Street Address 
City, State and Zip Code 
 
Dear Board Members, 
 
Once again, thank you to the (organization name) for the use of the (facilities/building/grounds) 
for our Farm Safety Day Camp on (day of week), (month day, year).  Your (facilities, building, 
grounds) offered a perfect setting for this important educational event. 
 
(Number) participants went home from camp with increased knowledge and awareness of 
potential hazards to them as they work and play on the farm.  Thank you for providing a 
“classroom” for farm safety education.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Day Camp Coordinator(s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Save Our Farm Youth Camps are sponsored in part by: South Dakota CARES, South Dakota State 

University Cooperative Extension Service, and Avera Rural Health Institute. 
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(Letter to Thank Injury Victim) 
 
 
 
 
Date 
 
Name 
Address 
City, State, Zip 
 
 
Dear (Injury Victim’s Name): 
 
A special thank you for attending our Save Our Farm Youth (SOFY) day camp on (day of week), 
(month day, year).  We know it was not easy to share your experience, but we want you to know 
that your discussion had a positive impact on the participants.  The firsthand experiences you 
shared with participants instilled in them how important it is to practice farm safety every day.  
Your discussion of your experience punctuated our day’s instruction with a health dose of 
realism.  We do greatly appreciate the time you took to help us. 
 
Thanks again for everything. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Day Camp Coordinator(s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Save Our Farm Youth Camps are sponsored in part by: South Dakota CARES, South Dakota State 
University Cooperative Extension Service, and Avera Rural Health Institute. 
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(Letter to Thank Local Volunteer) 
 
 
 
 
Date 
 
 
Name 
Street Address 
City, State, and Zip Code 
 
 
Dear (Volunteer), 
 
Thank you for taking time out from your busy day to help us (do whatever was needed).  
(Number) participants went home with increased knowledge and awareness of potential hazards 
to them as they work and play on the farm.  You helped make that possible.  Thanks again for 
your valued time. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Day Camp Coordinator(s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Save Our Farm Youth Camps are sponsored in part by: South Dakota CARES, South Dakota State 
University Cooperative Extension Service, and Avera Rural Health Institute. 
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(Letter to Thank Supporting Business or Organization) 
 
 
 
 
Date 
 
 
Contact Person’s Name 
Donating Business or Organization 
Street Address 
City, State, Zip 
 
Dear (Contact Person), 
 
We would like to thank you for the (donation) you made to help support our Save Our Farm 
Youth (SOFY) day camp on (day of week), (month day, year).  (Number) participants went 
home from camp with increased knowledge and awareness of potential hazards to them as they 
work and play on the farm.  Thanks to you, we were able to provide a (snack, information 
packet, etc.) for each participant.  Your generosity was greatly appreciated. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Day Camp Coordinator(s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Save Our Farm Youth Camps are sponsored in part by: South Dakota CARES, South Dakota 
State University Cooperative Extension Service, and Avera Rural Health Institute. 
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First Release---Three Weeks Before Camp 
 
For Immediate Release   Contact:__________________________ 
___________________   _________________________________ 
     _________________________________ 
 

FARM SAFETY DAY CAMP PLANNED 
 
A farm safety day camp for children ages 8 to 13 is being planned for _____________________________, 
                                                                                                                             (day of week) 
_____________________________, at _____________________________________________________, 
            (month/day)                                                                          (location) 
from _________________________________________________. 
                        (start time to finish time) 
The event is being conducted by ___________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                     (hosting organization) 
in conjunction with South Dakota CARES, South Dakota State University Cooperative Extension Service, and 

Avera Rural Health Institute,  (see Statewide Sponsor 2002 for current sponsor names to include in each press 

release). 

                                                                                 
According to __________________________________, coordinator for the event, children often see farm  
                                              (name) 
and livestock operations as an exciting playground – providing endless hours of fun and adventure.  But  
 
these facilities and the livestock and equipment on them also can set the stage for tragedy. 
 
Each year, many children are killed or injured on America’s farms.  In fact, children ages 5 to 14 have the 
 
highest rate of injury among all farm workers. 
 
This summer, ________________________________________________said, farm safety day camps,  
                                                        (name) 
such as the one being hosted by ___________________________________________________________, 
                                                                                              (organization) 
are being held across South Dakota to teach rural children how to prevent injuries or reduce the risk of  
 
farm accidents.  During the camps, children participate in interactive activities that reinforce the  

importance of taking responsibility for their own safety, respecting parents’ safety rules and sharing safety tips with 

their family and friends.
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Second Release – Two Weeks Before Camp 

 
For Immediate Release:     Contact: _____________________________ 
___________________      ______________________________ 

 
DAY CAMP TO TEACH LOCAL CHILDREN BASICS OF FARM SAF ETY 

 
For many South Dakota children, the farm is a workplace, home and playground.  Teaching them how to 
take responsibility for their own safety on the farm is the subject of an upcoming  

____________________________________________ event. 
                (community name) 
_____________________________________ will present a farm safety day camp in conjunction with South Dakota 

CARES, SDSU  Cooperative Extension Service, Avera Rural Health Institute, (see Statewide Sponsors 2002 for 

current sponsor names to include in each press release). 

The camp is scheduled for _________________________, _________________________ at 
      (day of week)                           (month/date)  
________________________________ from ______________________________________. 
              (location)                                                   (start time to finish time) 
 

Through hands-on activities, camp participants will learn how to prevent farm accidents and how to reduce 

the extent of injuries if accidents do occur.  Scheduled speakers and interactive demonstrations will reinforce the 

importance of children taking responsibility for their own safety, respecting parents’ safety rules and sharing safety 

tips with their family and friends. 

Many _____________________________ community members are contributing their knowledge to this 
                    (community name) 
lively learning experience.  ________________ ______________________________________ of 
                                                (Dr. or Nurse)                                (name) 
__________________________________ will demonstrate lifesaving first aid techniques. 
              (organization) 
__________________________________ will demonstrate farm machinery safety.  And ______________ 
          (implement dealer)                            (name) 
of ________________________________ will discuss how to identify and avoid chemical spills.  Other 
                 (organization) 
local speakers, presenters and sponsors include _______________________________________________. 
      (list names and organizations) 
 
 



Save Our Farm Youth Safety Day Camp Training 

54 

Third Release – One Week Before Camp 
 
 
For Immediate Release:    Contact: ___________________________________ 
___________________    ___________________________________________ 
      ___________________________________________ 

 
 

THERE’S STILL TIME TO MAKE FARM SAFETY “REGISTER” 

WITH YOUR CHILDREN 
 

Power takeoff entanglement, grain elevator entrapment, and chemical and dust explosions – all in  
 
a day’s play on the farm? 
 

The coordinator of a farm safety day camp being held next week in ________________________ 
                                (community) 
believes rural parents can do more to ensure that farm accidents don’t become a part of their kid’s  
 
childhood memories.  According to _______________________________of _______________________ 
               (coordinator name)     (home community) 
one way to start is by having their 8 to 13 year old children attend ________________________________ 
                             (organization’s) 
farm safety day camp scheduled for _______________________, _____________________, _________ 
          (day of week)                                (month)                         (date) 
at _______________________________, from ___________________________.  Parents need to act  
                   (location)                                            (start time to finish time) 
fast, however, as the registration deadline is _____________________________. 
                                                                                            (date) 

The day camp is designed to increase children’s awareness of a wide variety of farm hazards, as well as 

providing them with hands-on, first aid training to help themselves or someone else survive a farm accident should 

one occur.  The Farm Safety Day Camps are made possible, in part, by South Dakota CARES, SDSU Cooperative 

Extension Service, Avera Rural Health Institute, (see Statewide Sponsors 2007 for current sponsor names to include 

in each press release). 

 
Parents can register their children to participate in the camp by calling ______________________ 

          (name) 
at _________________________________.  A ________________________ registration fee for the 
                   (phone number)                                              ($ amount) 
event covers lunch, snacks and a farm safety day camp T-shirt. 
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Fourth Release – Day After Camp 
 
For Immediate Release:    Contact: ___________________________________ 
___________________    ___________________________________________ 
      ___________________________________________ 
 

FARM SAFETY DAY CAMP DRAWS (#) CHILDREN 
 

According to ___________________________________, _______________________ of 
                                          (name)                                                (number) 
_________________________________ children learned how to identify and deal with hazards on the 
         (county or community) 
farm on _____________.  ____________________________________________ farm safety day camp 
                  (date)                                       (organization’s) 
drew children ages 4 through 13 from throughout the community for a ___________________________ 
             (half-day/day long) 
session on how to take responsibility for their own safety, respect parents’ safety rules and share safety 
 
tips with their family and friends, said ___________________________________________ of 
                                   (name) 
________________________________________________,  coordinator of the event. 
                                 (place) 
Hands-on experiences led by local community members taught camp participants lifetime farm safety  
 
lessons.  Over time, ____________________________ said ________________ hopes that by sharing and 
                      (name)                                             (he/she)   
applying the lessons learned at cap, participants will help to reduce the number of rural children who die or 
 
are injured in farm accidents.  The Farm Safety Day Camp was made possible, in part, by  

South Dakota CARES, SDSU Cooperative Extension Service, Avera Rural Health Institute, (see Statewide Sponsor 

2007 for current sponsor names to include in each press release).  

_____________________________ said the day camp’s success is due in large part to the generous 
               (name) 
support of many organizations and volunteers.  The following individuals assisted at the camp in presenting  
 
farm safety or first aid training:  _______________________________________________________.  

         (list names and hometowns alphabetically) 
 
 The following area businesses and organizations donated money, services or equipment to support the  
 
camp: ______________________________________________. 
                         (list sponsors alphabetically) 
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SOFY TRAINING CURRICULUM 
Training suggestions: 
Training sessions should be no longer than 15 minutes per station. 
Group size should not exceed 12 youth. 
Each group needs at least one group leader to help monitor and assist children. 
Session should focus on 2 or 3 basic safety objectives. 
Sessions should be hands on and involve safe, appropriate participation with each child. 
Sessions need to be conducted safely, re-enforcing the message. 
Provide presenters tips on the characteristics of learners if desired. 
SUBJECT POSSIBLE RESOURCE PEOPLE 
1.Bicycle Safety 

A. Helmet Importance Bike Dealer 
B. Extra Riders Law Enforcement Professional 
C. Rules of the Road 

2. Grain Drowning & Explosions 
A. Drowning in Grain Bin/Wagon/Truck Elevator Manager 
B. Auger and Elevator Hazards 
C. Hitching Wagon to Tractor Safely 
D. Grain Dust Hazard 

3. Animal Safety/Confinement Operations 
A. Proper Approach to Animals Vo-Ag Teacher 
B. Animal Behavior Characteristics Livestock Producer 
C. Manure Storage Gases Veterinarian 
D. Protective Equipment Animal Control Officer 
E. Carbon Monoxide Poisoning 

4. Animal Safety/Non-confinement Operations 
A. Recognizing Hazards Veterinarian 
B. Animal Behavior Characteristics Vo-Ag Teacher 
C. How to Act/React Around Animals Livestock Producer 
D. Personal Protective Equipment Animal Control Officer 
E. Handling Livestock Accident Victim 
F. Horseback Riding 

5. Fire Safety (Hands on if possible) 
A. Types of Fires Fire Department 
B. How to Use Extinguisher Burn Unit Employees 
C. How to Get Assistance State Fire Marshall 
(Who to call and giving directions) 
D. How to Escape or Rescue from Fire 
E. How to Treat Burns 

6. Lawn Mower Safety 
A. Proper Starting and Fueling Local Mower Dealer 
B. Mowing on Slopes Vo-Ag Instructor 
(Across with push & Up & Down with Rider) 
C. Blade and Discharge Dangers 
D. Proper Mowing Attire 

7. First Aid and Emergency Rescue 
A. Assessing Injury Damage County or Other Nurse 
B. Initial Treatment Local MD’s or PA’s 
C. Follow-up Procedures Red Cross – EMT’s
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SAMPLE SOFY SESSION 
 
Hand & Power Tool Safety 

Presenter:  "Tim the Tool Man" 
 
Interest approach: 
 
 Talk about hitting your thumb with a hammer and that it is something we don't intend to 
do, then start taking about why it is important to work safely with tools. 
  
Objectives: 
 

1) Use the proper tool for the job! 
a. Choosing the right wrench. 
b. Show examples of how not using could cause injury. 
c. Show first aid kit and why to have nearby. 

2) Handling power tools safely! 
a. Ask & show a common drill and problems that can occur. 
b. Ask & show a common saw and problems that can occur. 
c. Do not operate, but indicate that a person should learn how to use each. 
d. Show pictures of tool related injuries. 

3) Using safety glass/goggles when working with hand and power tools! 
a. Show and try on different glasses and goggles. 
b. Show pictures of eye injuries. 
c. Show example of safety glasses/goggles that are well used. 

4) If there’s time, ask kids if they use any tools at home and visit with them about 
the questions or comments they make. 

 
 
Behavior Question that is on pre- and post- test: 
     Do you wear safety glasses when using, or watching someone using tools? 
  Always  Sometimes Never 
 
 
Knowledge Question that is on pre- and post- test: 
     It is important to have a first aid kit handy whenever working with tools?  True 
 
 
Handout/Take Home Materials: 
 Tool safety coloring book 
 Safety glasses  (consider fit) 
 Safety stickers 
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SOFY KNOWLEDGE PRE & POST TEST STANDARDIZED QUESTIONS 
·  Pre/Post Test Questions by Topic, True-False format the correct answer is listed. 
·  For each session/topic select one or two questions from the corresponding topic below. 
·  Use the questions selected for both tests! 
·  Suggested length is ten questions, or one for each session if more than 10 training topics are covered. 
·  Have the children write down their age. 
·  Share the questions used with the instructor at the respective stations. 
·  If you conduct a session not listed please contact us and we will work with you on questions. 
·  Compare the Pre- and Post- test scores to evaluate the effectiveness of the trainings. 

BICYCLE SAFETY 
1. If I am going to ride my bicycle just a short distance I don't need to wear a helmet?  False 
2. When riding a bike you don't need to signal when you are going to turn a corner?  False 
3. You should never ride a bike with your arms full of stuff or with someone on the handlebars?  True 
GRAIN DROWNING AND EXPLOSIONS 
4. Grain bins full of grain are a safe place to play?  False 
5. A spark or fire can cause grain dust to explode?  True 
6. You could become helpless in 2 seconds if caught in flowing grain?  True 
ANIMAL SAFETY 
7. Farm animals see things in black and white, not in color?  True 
8. Animals can see more than humans behind them and are more aware of movement around them?  True 
9. If you get bit or scratched by a farm or wild animal, just ignore the injury it will heal quickly?  False 
10. You need to wear safety shoes or boots when working with livestock?  True 
FIRE SAFETY 
11. You should run for safety if your clothing catches on fire?  False 
12. There are different types of fire extinguishers for electrical, wood, oil, and fires?  True 
13. If a fire breaks out in your home the first thing you should do is get out of the house and then call 
for help from someplace else?  True 
14. Your house should have more than one smoke detector?  True 
LAWN MOWER 
15. No one other than the operator should be near a lawn mower when mowing as lawn mowers can throw objects as 
fast as 200 miles per hour?  True 
16. Mow up and down on steep slopes with both push and riding mowers?  False 
17. You should not fill the mower gas tank when the engine is hot or running?  True 
18. You should mow the lawn when nobody else is home?  False 
FIRST AID AND EMERGENCY RESCUE 
19. If it is safe to approach an accident victim, the first thing to do is to check the victim’s ABC'S, Airway, Breathing, and 
Circulation?  True 
20. To stop bleeding you should apply pressure to the bleeding area with a clean bandage as soon as possible?  True 
21. An unopened burn should be flushed with cold water as soon as possible?  True 
ATV SAFETY 
22. You must be at least 16 years old to ride an ATV over 90 CC?  True 
23. Wearing a helmet is not necessary when riding an ATV?  False 
24. It is safe to ride an ATV when wearing shorts and sandals?  False 
MODEL FARM/HIDDEN HAZARDS 
25. A farm is fun because it is a very safe place to play?  False 
26. It is safe to play with baby animals?  False 
27. Ladders should be laid down as soon as you are through using them?  True 
WHEEL OF MISFORTUNE 
28. Accidents happen more often when we are tired?  True 
29. Most people are quick enough to get out of a rotating PTO if caught in it?  False 
30. A 6 feet rope tossed over a spinning PTO will wrap around the shaft in less than one second?  True 
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PTO SAFETY 
31. It is safe to step over a revolving PTO shaft if it has a shield on it?  False 
32. You should always wear tight fitting clothing to help prevent getting caught in a revolving PTO shaft?  True 
33. Before working on a PTO you should always shut off the tractor and remove the key?  True 
HIGHWAY SAFETY 
34. Slow Moving Vehicle (SMV) emblems identify vehicles traveling less than 25 MPH?  True 
35. Tractor brake petals should be locked together when driving a tractor on the highway?  True 
36. Approximately 10% of all tractor fatalities involve a motor vehicle?  True 
FOOD SAFETY 
37. It is not necessary to wash your hands if you use a fork and spoon?  False 
38. A quick rinse of your hands under the faucet will remove all of the germs on them?  False 
39. Most foods have a "use before" date stamped on the container?  True 
ELECTRICAL SAFETY 
40. Most power lines have a covering on them so touching them is not dangerous?  False 
41. If a friend comes in contact with a live electrical wire you should grab them and pull them off immediately?  False 
42. If your kite becomes caught in an electrical line you should leave it there, let go of the string immediately and 
then ask your parents or another adult for help?  True  
INDOOR AIR QUALITY 
43. It is safe to run a gas engine in a closed garage?  False 
44. If you smell gas in your house turn on the basement light and look for the source so that you can stop the leak?  False 
45. One smoke detector is all that is needed in a home?  False 
HOME ALONE SAFETY 
46. If someone calls on the phone, it is okay to say your Mom and Dad are not at home?  False 
47. If you are home alone and a stranger comes to the door and wants to use the telephone, it is OK to let them come 
inside?  False 
48. If you are home alone it is not necessary to lock the doors on your house?  False 
WATER SAFETY 
49. If the current is calm in the creek, it is safe to cross it?  False 
50. You should not fish, swim or go boating in a lightning storm?  True  
51. A creek, pond, or river that is frozen over is a fun and safe place to play?  False 
CHEMICAL AND CLOTHING SAFETY 
52. The only chemicals that are unsafe are the ones your Dad uses on his crops?  False 
53. Breathing in odors is the biggest hazard when working with chemicals?  False    
54. Clothing that has been contaminated with a chemical should be washed separately in hot water and soap?  True 
55. Always wear leather gloves and boots when working with chemicals?  False 
56. It is safe to store leftover chemicals in an empty pop bottle if you cork it or close it tightly so it doesn’t spill? False 
TRACTOR SAFETY 
57. If the tractor has rollover protection you need to use the seatbelt?  True 
58. All tractors have rollover protection?  False 
59. If a tractor has a cab it is OK to allow extra riders in the cab?  False 
60. Always turn the PTO and tractor engine off before getting off of the tractor?  True 
61. When hitching up to an implement it is OK to stand behind the tractor backing up to connect it?  False 
HAND AND POWER TOOL SAFETY 
62. If you are just watching someone using a power tool you do not need to wear safety glasses?  False 
63. It is important to have a first aid kit handy whenever working with tools?  True 
64. Hand tools such as chisels, screwdrivers, tin shears, and pliers are very safe to use and are never involved in injury 
accidents?  False 
HUNTING AND GUN SAFETY 
65. Everyone should pass a gun safety course before they handle or shoot a rifle, handgun, or shotgun?  True 
66. If a gun is not loaded it is safe to point it at another person?   False 
67. Whenever you pick up a gun you should assume it is loaded and check it to be sure it is not loaded?  True 
68. Ammunition and guns should be locked up separately?  True 
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911 
69. Emergency numbers, 911 or the number for your area, should be located in an obvious spot close to the phone?  True 
70. You need to have the address and/or directions to your place located by the phone so that you can quickly give 
them to the emergency operator when they request it?  True 
71. It is OK to hang up the phone as soon as you give them directions to your place?  False 
SNAKES, WILD ANIMALS, TICKS 
72. If a snake bites you, you should get immediate medical attention?  True 
73. Wearing jeans in snake country will protect your legs from a possible snake bit?  False 
74. If you find a baby wild animal by itself, its mother probably has abandoned it, so you should take it home to take 
care of it?  False 
75. At the zoo it is okay to feed wild animals by handing them food through the bars or the cage?  False 
76. There is are no ticks that can hurt you?  False 
LARGE FARM MACHINERY 
77. If all shields are in place it is safe to play around large farm machinery?   False 
78. The safest place to stand is behind a large round baler?  False 
79. It is safer to ride on towed equipment, such as a hay wagon, instead of on the tractor with the tractor driver?  False 
80. If grain gets stuck in the auger opening the safest and best way to get the grain flowing again is to kick the grain with 
your foot?  False 
81. Loose fitting clothing is safer to wear around machinery with belts and chains because if you get caught it will tear loose 
from you?  False 
FALLS AND FALLING OBJECTS 
82. A falling object that could crush a watermelon could give you a serious head injury if it hit you?  True 
83. If you do not have a ladder available, a safe substitute would be to stand on a 5-gallon bucket?  False 
84. A safe way to leave toys and clothes on a stairway is to be sure they are all placed on one side of the stairs?  False 
85. A step- ladder is very sturdy therefore it is safe to stand on the top step?  False 
SKID-LOADER 
86. It is okay to remove the rollover cage on a skid loader in certain cases?  False  
87. It is safe to wear loose fitting clothing when operating a skid loader?  False 
88. If there is a cage on a skid loader then it is safe for a passenger to ride with the operator?  False 
HOME AND GARDEN CHEMICALS 
89. Aerosol sprays can be very dangerous if you sniff them?  True 
90 You do not have to wear protective clothing when using garden chemicals, as they are 
much safer than the chemicals used on field crops?  False 
91. If you spill a garden or lawn chemical on your hands you should wash them immediately with soap and water?  True 
92. At least half of the U.S. deaths from pesticides are to children under age nine?  True 
FUEL SAFETY 
93. Gasoline vapors are heavier than air, which is why it is dangerous to fill a running engine?  True 
94. If you don’t have starter fluid for your charcoal grill, gasoline is a safe substitute?  False 
95. Gasoline is a good and safe cleaner for greasy engines and parts?  False 
HEARING SAFETY 
96. A farm is a quiet place to work so you do not need to wear hearing protection?  False 
97. If your ears are ringing it could be a warning that you have been exposed to sound that could damage your hearing?  True 
98. Short term exposure to loud music is not as harmful as long-term exposure?  True 
BOATING SAFETY 
99. If you are canoeing in calm water it is not important to wear a life preserver? False 
100. It is all right to stand in a boat or canoe?  False 
101. You should never get into a boat with someone you suspect or know has been drinking alcohol or is under the 
influence of drugs?  True 
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SUN SAFETY 
102. Sunscreen is not needed if you are only going outside for an hour?  False 
103. When out in the sun you should wear which of the following— 
 Wide brim hat_____ Sunscreen___ Long pants___ 
 Long sleeve shirt__ Baseball hat__ Sunglasses___ 
 SPF15 Sunscreen__ Shorts ___  T-Shirt____ 
104. Wearing a hat helps to protect you from the sun’s rays?  True 
105. Between 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM is the best time to avoid the sun?  True 
106. The best way to avoid the sun is to slip, slop, and slap, (slip on a shirt, slop on sunscreen, & slap on a hat)?  True 
FIREWORKS 
107. It is safe to hold a lit firecracker in your hand?  False 
108. It is okay to throw a firecracker at someone to scare him/her?  False    
D.A.R.E 
109. Drugs never affect your mind or body?  False 
110. D.A.R.E. means Drug Abuse Resistance Education?  True 
111. The key word when a stranger approaches you offering you alcohol is “Yes?”  False 
112. When you use tobacco over a period of time it can cause gum disease?  True 
RAILROADS 
113. When you race a train to a railroad crossing you will always win?  False 
114. If a train is passing by you slowly it is safe to jump on it for a short ride?  False 
115. Train bridges are wide enough for you to walk on them when a train is passing you?  False 
DISABILITY AWARENESS 
116. If someone has lost an arm or a leg they can work and play with others?  True 
117. Tools that help people overcome disabilities are called Assistive Technology?  True 
118. People with disabilities only have friends who also have disabilities?  False 
AUGER SAFETY 
119. If your clothes get caught in an auger, they could pull you in also. True 
PINCH POINTS 
120.  If a belt is slipping, grab it and give it a pull to get it started – False 
121.  Your first reaction if a wrench slips out of your hand is to try to grab it.  True 
122.  Loose clothing can easily be caught in a moving belt or chain.  True 
HAND WASHING 
123.  You should always use soap and water after using fertilizer or other chemicals.  True 
124.  You can get chemicals on your hand just by playing the grass.  True 
SMALL ANIMAL and DOG SAFETY 
125.  Hold your open hand out when approaching a dog, so it will know you want to pet it.  False 
126.  If a dog misbehaves, hit it with your hand to get it to behave.  False. 
127.  All dogs like to wrestle with children.   False 
128. Cats are safe to play with as they don’t bite or scratch – False 
129. You don’t need to wash your hands after petting a cat as they always keep themselves clean – False 
INTERNET SAFETY 
130.  It is okay to communicate with strangers on the internet.  False 
131.  Your name and/or address to strangers on the internet.  True 
HORSE SAFETY 
130. Approach a horse from the front so you don’t surprise it.  True 
131. Make sure saddle is adjusted properly when riding a horse – True 
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SOFY BEHAVIOR TEST 
 Use these questions with the corresponding category/objective on the pre-test only, follow-up questions 
will be on the behavior follow-up survey.  Responses will help identify trends in behavior and with planning areas of 
emphasis for future trainings.  Be sure to note the child's age on all the pre- & post- tests/surveys.  The results should 
be forwarded to State SOFY Coordinators. 
 
1. Bicycle 

A. Do you wear a helmet when riding your bicycle? 
     Yes No Sometimes 

2. Flowing Grain 
A. Do you play in grain bins, wagons, or trucks where grain is stored? 

Often Sometimes Never 
B. Do you enter a grain bins, wagons, or trucks when the unloading auger is running? 

Often  Sometimes  Never 
3. Animals 

A. Do you play in or near livestock areas? 
Often Sometimes Never 

B. Do you wear safety shoes or boots when working with livestock? 
Always Sometimes Never 

4. Fires 
A. Do you have a fire extinguisher in your house? 

Yes No Don’t Know 
B. Is there a smoke alarm near or in your bedroom? 

Yes No Don’t Know 
5. Lawn Mower 

A. Do you mow the lawn? (If “no” go to next question) 
Yes No 

B. Do you pick up loose objects, such as stones, before mowing? 
Yes  No  Sometimes 

6. First Aid 
     A.  Do you have a first aid kit at home? 
 Yes No Don’t Know 

B.  If you cut yourself, do you know how to stop the bleeding? 
 Yes No 

7. ATV 
A. Have you taken an ATV training course? 
B. Do you operate an ATV?  (If “no” go to next question) 

Yes No 
C. Do you wear a helmet when riding the ATV? 

Yes No Sometimes 
D. Do you wear boots, long pants & long-sleeved shirt when riding the ATV? 

Yes No Sometimes 
8. Model Farm/Hidden Hazards 

A. Do you play with the baby animals on the farm? 
Yes No Sometimes 

B. Do you play around the machinery on the farm? 
Yes No Sometimes 

9. Wheel of Misfortune 
A. Are you quick enough to get out of a rotating PTO if caught in it? 

Yes No Don’t Know 
10. PTO 

A. Do you play within 10 feet of PTO’s that are running? 
Yes No Sometimes         

11. Highway Safety 
A. Do you know what an SMV sign is? 

Yes No 
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B. Do you drive tractors or other equipment on the road? 
Yes No 

12. Food Safety 
A. Do you wash your hands before eating? 

Always   Sometimes Never 
13. Electrical Safety 

A. Do you know where the fuse boxes or breaker switches are in your home? 
Yes No  

      Indoor Air Quality 
A. Do you have a Carbon Monoxide detector in your home? 

Yes No Don’t Know 
14. Home Alone Safety 

A. If you were home alone would you let a stranger in your house to use phone? 
Yes No Maybe 

15. Water Safety 
A. Do you wear a life jacket when you go swimming by yourself? 

Always    Sometimes Never 
16. Chemical & Clothing Safety 

A. Do you help your parents when they mix chemicals for field application? 
Yes No Sometimes 

B. Are all farm or lawn chemicals stored in a locked area? 
Yes No Don’t Know 

17. Tractors 
A. Do you ride along with an adult on a tractor? 

Often  Once in Awhile  Never 
B. Do you know how to turn your tractor engines off? 

Yes No 
C. Do you drive tractors or other equipment on the farm? 

Yes No 
18. Auger Safety 

A.  Do you play around the auger when your Dad is moving grain and push the grain down into it? 
 Yes        No 
B. Do you worry about wearing loose clothes when around the grain auger? 

 Yes        No 
19. Hand and Power Tools 

A. Do you have a first aid kit in your shop? 
Yes No Don’t Know 

     B. Do you wear safety glasses when using, or watching someone using tools? 
  Always  Sometimes Never 
20. Hunting and Gun Safety 

A. Have you taken a gun safety course? 
Yes No 

B. If you pick up a gun do you check to see if it is loaded? 
Always Sometimes Never 

21. 911 
A. Do you know the address and/or directions to where you live? 

Yes No Not Sure 
B. Do you know who and how to call for help if there is an accident at your home? 

Yes No Not Sure 
22. Snakes, Wild Animals, Ticks 

A. Do you play with snakes or baby wild animals? 
Yes No Sometimes 

B. Do you wear boots and long pants when in poisonous snake country? 
C. Do you check yourself for ticks after playing in tall grass? 

Yes No Sometimes 
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23. Large Farm Machinery 
A. Do you play close to large farm machinery when it is operating? 

Yes No Sometimes 
B. Do you ride on equipment that is being pulled behind the tractor? 

Often   Sometimes Never 
24. Pinch Points 

A.  Do you play around machinery when it is operating? 
 Yes         No Sometimes 
B. If a belt is stuck and not moving, do you grab it and give it a pull to get it started? 

 Yes         No Sometimes 
25. Falls and Falling Objects 

A. Do you put your toys and clothes away when you are done using them? 
Always  Sometimes  Never 

B. Do you put the ladder away when you are finished using it? 
Always  Sometimes Never 

26. Skid-Loader 
A. Do you operate a skid loader? 

Often  Sometimes Never 
B. Do you ride with an adult when they are operating a skid loader? 

Often  Sometimes Never 
27. Home and Garden Chemicals  

A. Do you help apply chemicals to your lawn and garden? 
Often  Sometimes Never 

B. Do you read the direction’s label on aerosol cans before using them? 
Always  Sometimes  Never 

 
28. Hand Washing 

A. Do you rinse your hands after using fertilizer or weed spray? 
 Yes         No Sometimes 
       B. Do you always wear gloves if using chemicals to prevent your hands from contacting the chemical? 
 Yes         No Sometimes 
29. Fuel Safety 

A. If your lawnmower needs gas do you fill it while the engine is running? 
Often  Sometimes Never 

B. Do you use gasoline to remove grease from your hands? 
Often  Sometimes Never 

30. Hearing Safety 
A. Do you experience ringing in your ears after being around operating farm machinery? 

Often  Sometimes Never 
B. Do you turn the radio volume on high when listening to music? 

Always  Sometimes Never 
31. Boating Safety 

A. Do you wear a life jacket when you go for a boat ride? 
Always  Sometimes Never 

B. Do you go boating or canoeing by yourself? 
Often   Sometimes Never 

32. Sun Safety 
A. Do you wear sunscreen when outdoors? 

Always  Sometimes Never 
B. Do you check the SPF number on your sunscreen lotion before using it? 

Always  Sometimes Never 
C. Do you wear a wide brim hat when there is a bright sun shining? 

Always Sometimes Never 
D. Do you wear sunglasses when there is a bright sun shining? 

Always Sometimes Never 
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33. Fireworks 
A. Do you light firecrackers in your hand and then throw them? 

Often  Sometimes Never 
B. Do you play with fireworks in your yard at home? 

Often  Sometimes Never 
34. D.A.R.E. 

A. Do you smoke or drink alcohol? 
Often  Sometimes Never 

B. Do you know anyone who is using drugs? 
Yes  No  Not Sure 

33.  Railroads 
A. Do you ever play on railroad tracks? 

Often   Sometimes  Never 
B. Do you play on railroad cars that aren’t moving? 

Often   Sometimes Never 
35. Disability Awareness 

A. It is OK to be friends with someone who has a disability? 
Yes     No     Not Sure 

B. Do you know someone with a disability? 
Yes      No 

36. Internet Safety 
A. Do you like to get on the internet and talk to strangers around the country? 
 Yes         No Sometimes 
B. Do you share your E-Mail address with everyone who asks for it? 
 Yes         No Sometimes 

37. Horse Safety 
A. If you can not reach the stirrups while in the saddle, do you adjust the stirrups? 
 Yes         No Sometimes 
B. When you get ready to ride, do you run up to the horse and jump on it? 
 Yes         No Sometimes 

38. Small Animal Safety (including dog safety) 
A. When a cat snarls or gats with his paws at you, do you reach out and pet it to calm it down? 
 Yes         No Sometimes 
B. Do you worry about washing your hands after petting a cat since cats always lick themselves clean? 
 Yes         No Sometimes  
C. If a pet is always kept inside a house, do you worry about being bitten or scratched? 
 Yes         No Sometimes 
D. If a pet bites or scratches, do you just wipe it off and not worry about it? 
 Yes         No Sometimes 
E. Do you like to wrestle with your dog when playing with him? 
 Yes         No Sometimes 
F. Do you like to feed your dog out of your hand? 
 Yes         No Sometimes 
G. It is OK to kick a dog to get his attention or to make him behave?  
 Yes         No Not Sure 
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YOUTH EXIT SURVEY 
(Parents: please fill our with your child) 
 
 
Please rate the following areas by checking on the appropriate line. 
 
      EXCELLENT     GOOD     FAIR     POOR 
 
1.  Food and breaks were:        _____       _____     _____ _____ 
 
2.  Location was:         _____       _____     _____ _____ 
 
3.  Safety Information Packet was:       _____       _____     _____ _____ 
 
HOW WERE THE FOLLOWING SESSIONS: 
 
4.  List the sessions/topics taught:       _____       _____     _____ _____ 
 
5.  Session 2:         _____       _____     _____ _____ 
 
6.  Session 3:         _____       _____     _____ _____ 
 
7.  Session 4:         _____       _____     _____ _____ 
 
8.  Session 5:         _____       _____     _____ _____ 
 
Etc… 
 
Questions Continued… 
 
18.  What did you like the best about the camp? 
 
 
 
 
 
19.  What did you like the least about the camp?  
 
 
 
 
20.  What will you do differently to prevent accidents when you are home? 
 
 
 
21.  Please give us your suggestions on how we can improve the SOFY Farm Safety Camp? 
 
 
22.  Comments: 
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SOFY Coordinator Survey   SEND TO:    SOFY Coordinator 
Ag and Biosystems Engr. Dept. 
Box 2120, SDSU 
Brookings, SD 57007-1496 

Date, site of camp, and coordinator. 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 

Number of youth attending camp? 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
Age Breakdown:  

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of:    Volunteers participating with camp? _________       Planning committee members? 

________ 
 
Were the training materials received from us helpful?    Yes  No (circle one) 
 
What change in/or additional training demonstration materials would be helpful to you? 

____________________________________________________ 
 
What was your total cost of conducting camp?  _________________________ (Attach budget) 
 
How many local sponsors did you have?  _____________________  (Attach list and note contributions) 
 
Did you have an accident victim/victims speak to youth?     Yes     No      (circle one) 
 

If yes, who and what type of accident and injury did they have (Tractor, PTO, etc)?  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Do you have suggestions for handouts (large/small) that could be presented to youth at future camps? 
_________________________________________________________________________________      

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Significant comments from youth/parents:  
__________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 

 
12. Other comments or suggestions that you have, or have received from others associated with the 
camps:  

__________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________ 

 
Please attach copy of your camps: 

1. Agenda (topics covered, objectives, speakers, activities) 
2. Pre-test & Post-test and summary of results 
3. Follow-up Behavior survey and summary of results 
4. Exit camp evaluation and summary of results 
5. Hand out materials and gifts 
6. Media coverage - newspaper, etc.  (pre and post camp) 
7. Example letters (support, news releases, thank you's, etc.) 
8. Photos taken at camp (if digital camera, can send on disk, use good quality setting) 
9. Budget 
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EXIT SURVEY   Volunteers, Planners, Presenters    (to be taken at the end of the day) 
 
1. Are you?  Volunteer  _______    Presenter  ______    Planner  ________  
 
2. For the most part, was the information presented at each station geared to the level of the students?     
 Yes_______ No_______ 
 
  Comments: 
 
 
3. Was the amount of time spent at each station:  (check one) 
 Too long_____ Too short_____ Adequate______ 
 
  Comments: 
 
 
4. Did the youth appear interested in the subject at the station/stations? 
 Yes_____ No_____ 
 
  Comments: 
 
 
5. Were the subjects covered appropriate for the participants (i.e., area of state, age, current needs)? 
 Yes___ No___  Not Sure____ 
 
  Comments: 
 
 
 
6.  What other subjects do you think would be beneficial to cover at the SOFY camp? 
 
 
 
7. On a scale of 1 to 10, overall how beneficial do you think the SOFY camp was to the  
    participants? (Circle appropriate number) 
 
(Not Beneficial)    1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10    (Very Beneficial) 
 
  Comments: 
 
 
8. Do you have any other comments regarding the SOFY camp? 
 
 
 
9. Would you be willing to assist at future camps? 
 
 Yes____  No____  Not Sure_____ 
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SOFY TRAINING CURRICULUM  
 
 
Training suggestions: 

Training sessions should be no longer than 15 minutes per station. 
Group size should not exceed 12 youth. 
Each group needs at least one group leader to help monitor and assist children. 
Session should focus on 2 or 3 basic safety objectives. 
Sessions should be hands on and involve safe, appropriate participation with each child. 
Sessions need to be conducted safely, re-enforcing the message. 
Provide presenters tips on the characteristics of learners if desired. 

 
SUBJECT POSSIBLE      RESOURCE PEOPLE 
 
1. Bicycle Safety 

A. Helmet Importance                                                  Bike Dealer 
B. Extra Riders      Law Enforcement Professional 
C. Rules of the Road 

 
2. Grain Drowning & Explosions 

A. Drowning in Grain Bin/Wagon/Truck   Elevator Manager 
B. Auger and Elevator Hazards 
C. Hitching Wagon to Tractor Safely 
D. Grain Dust Hazard 

 
3. Animal Safety/Confinement Operations 

A. Proper Approach to Animals    Vo-Ag Teacher 
B. Animal Behavior Characteristics    Livestock Producer 
C. Manure Storage Gases     Veterinarian 
D. Protective Equipment     Animal Control Officer 
E. Carbon Monoxide Poisoning 

 
4. Animal Safety/Non-confinement Operations 

A. Recognizing Hazards     Veterinarian 
B. Animal Behavior Characteristics    Vo-Ag Teacher 
C. How to Act/React around Animals   Livestock Producer 
D. Personal Protective Equipment    Animal Control Officer 
E. Handling Livestock     Accident Victim 
F. Horseback Riding 
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5. Fire Safety (Hands on if possible) 
A. Types of Fires Fire Department 
B. How to Use Extinguisher     Burn Unit Employees 
C. How to Get Assistance     State Fire Marshall 

(Who to call and giving directions) 
D. How to Escape or Rescue from Fire 
E. How to Treat Burns 
 

6. Lawn Mower Safety 
A. Proper Starting and Fueling    Local Mower Dealer 
B. Mowing on Slopes      Vo-Ag Instructor 

(Across with push & Up & Down with Rider) 
C. Blade and Discharge Dangers 
D. Proper Mowing Attire 

 
7. First Aid and Emergency Rescue 

A. Assessing Injury Damage     County or Other Nurse 
B. Initial Treatment      Local MD’s or PA’s 
C. Follow-up Procedures     Red Cross – EMT’s 

 
8. ATV & Snowmobile Safety 

A. Protective Clothing     Recreation Vehicle Sales Rep. 
B. How to Fit Machine to Rider    ATV Instructors 
C. Operating Safety 
D. Training Courses 

 
9. Model Farm/Hidden Hazards 

A. How to Recognize Safety Hazards on Farm  Ext. Agent 
B. How to Survey Farm for Safety Hazards   Vo-Ag Instructor 
C. Safe/Unsafe Play Areas on Farm 

 
10. Wheel of Misfortune 

A. Reaction Time to Prevent Accident   Ext. Agent 
B. Speed of Operating Machinery    Vo-Ag Instructor 
C. Recognizing Hazards 

 
11. PTO Safety 

A. Speed and Power of PTO     Implement Dealer 
B. PTO Controls      VO-Ag Instructor 
C. Danger of Loose Clothing     Extension Agent 
D. Shielding 

 
12. Highway Safety 

A. SMV Signs, Lights, & Markers    Law Enforcement Professional 
B. Safe Driving of Tractor/Machine on Highway  Implement Dealer 
C. Gravel Road Operation 
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13. Food Safety 
A. Importance of Cleanliness     Extension Agent 

(Use Black Light Demo)    Home Economics Teacher 
B. Food Safety Model 
C. Food Selection and Storage 

 
14. Electrical Safety (1/2 hr or longer session) 

A. Recognizing Electric Hazards    Rural Electric Coops 
B. Understanding Fuse Boxes S.D.    Electrical Inspectors  
C. Lightning Protection 
D. Helping Electric Shock Victim 

 
15. Indoor Air Quality 

A. CO & Smoke Detectors     Furnace Dealer 
B. Indoor Gas Engine Operation    VO-Ag Instructor 
C. Indoor BBQ Operation 

 
16. Home Alone Safety 

A. Handling Phone Calls     Law Enforcement Professionals 
B. Handling Visitors      Home Economics Teacher 
C. Emergency Actions & Precautions   Extension Agent 

 
17. Water & Recreational Safety 

A. Water (Swimming & Boats)    Lifeguards 
B. Bicycle & Mopeds      Summer Camp Directors 
C. Identify Potential Hazards in Play Area   Conservation Officer 
D. Snowmobile/ATV/Jet Ski 

 
18. Chemical & Clothing Safety 

A. Head, Eyes and Ears     Local Chemical Dealer 
B. Hands and Feet      Extension Agent 
C. Body Home      Economics Teacher 
D. Types of Protection Needed    Nurse 
E. Storing Home Chemicals 
F. Cleaning Exposed Clothing 
G. Treatment of Exposure 

 
19. Tractor Safety 

A. Rollover & Seatbelt Protection    Implement Dealer 
B. Extra Riders Safety     Vo-Ag Instructor 
C. Hitching & Unhitching Equipment   Extension Agent 
D. Operating Tractor Controls 
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20. Hand & Power Tool Safety 
A. Matching Tools to the Job     Industrial Arts Teacher 
B. Common Hand Tools & Their Proper Use  Contractor 
C. How to Sharpen Tools     Vo-Ag Instructor 
D. Owners Manual Instructions 
E. Protective Equipment 
F. Chain Saw Operation 

 
21. Hunting and Gun Safety 

A. Firearms Handling     Conservation Officer 
B. Firearms Storage & Transporting    Gun Safety Instructor 

 
22. 911 (Emergency Numbers) 

A. Identifying Farm & Injury Location   Sheriff 
B. Soliciting Assistance (911/other emergency #)  Other Law Enforcement 
C. Interim Care of Injured     EMT’s 

 
23. Snakes, Wild Animals, Ticks 

A. Protective Clothing     Conservation Officer 
B. Snake Bite Treatment     EMT’s 
C. Playing With Wild Animals    Medical Professionals 
D. Care of Baby Wild Animals 
E. Ticks 
 

24. Large Farm Machinery 
A. Turn Power Off to Repair or Adjust   Implement Dealer 
B. Recognizing Hazards     Vo-Ag Instructor 
1. Pinch Points  2. Wrap Points    EMT’s 
3. Shear Points  4. Second Party   Accident Victim 
5. Crush Points  6. Pull-in Points 
7. Stored Energy  8. Thrown Objects 
(Towropes) 

 
25. Falls & Falling Objects 

A. Proper Use of Ladder     Extension Agent 
B. Home Hazards      Medical Professional 
C. Farmstead Hazards 

 
26. Skid-Loader 

A. Rollover Protection     Implement Dealer 
B. Loose Clothing Danger 
C. Extra Riders 
D. Crushing Hazard 
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27. Home and Garden Chemicals 
A. Recognizing Hazardous Materials   Chemical & Pesticide Rep. 
B. Types of Exposure (Oral/Dermal/Inhalation)  Medical Personnel 
C. Personal Protective Equipment 
D. Treatment of Exposure 

 
28. Fuel Safety 

A. Fuel Explosion (Gas Fumes Heavier than Air)  Fuel Suppliers 
B. Fueling Engines      Fire Department 
C. Fuel Storage 

 
29. Hearing Safety 

A. Types of Hearing Protection    Medical Professional 
B. Hazards of Noise Exposure 
C. Symptoms of Excess Noise (Ears Ringing) 

 
30. Boating Safety 

A. Necessity of Life Preserver    Conservation Officer 
B. When Safe to Stand in Boat 
C. Drinking and Boating 

 
31. Sun Safety 

A. Using Sunscreen      Medical Professional 
B. Protective Clothing 
C. Avoiding Sun’s Intensity 
D. Treating Sun Burn 

 
32. Fireworks 

A. Physical Hazards of Fireworks    Medical Professional 
B. Fire Hazards of Fireworks     Fire Department 

 
33. Seat Belts & Car Seats for Children 

A. Vehicle Seat Belts      Law Enforcement Professional 
B. Child Car Seats (Proper Use)    EMT’s 
C. Tractor Seat Belts      Hospital Staff 

 
34. DARE Program 

A. Drugs (Marijuana, Meth, Crack, etc)   DARE Coordinator 
B. Alcohol Medical Professional 
C. Tobacco Drug Councilor 

 
35. Railroads 

A. Crossing Railroads     Law Enforcement Professional 
B. Playing on Railroad Rails     Railroad Professional 
C. Playing on Railroad     Overpasses & Bridges 
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36. Disability Awareness 
A. Blindness       Person w/ Disability 
B. Hearing Loss/Deafness     Special Education Teacher 
C. Amputation      Parent of child w/ Disability 
D. Paraplegia       Disability Services Professional 
E. Metal Illness 

 
37. Weather Safety 

A. Lightning       National Weather Service 
B. Tornados County      Emergency Management 
C. Floods       Law Enforcement 
D. Winter       Fire Department 
E. Heat        Nurses 

KELO weather van 
 
38. Internet Safety Telecommunication    Company Representatives 

Local Network Administrators 


